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Summary

Thisinformation note is prepared by the Executive Director as adviser to the Consultative Group of Ministers
or High-level Representatives on broader reformsto the International Environmental Governance system
established by decision SSXI/1 of the UNEP Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum
(GCIGMEF). The group will to build upon the work of the Consultative Group that was established under GC
decision 25/4 (the Belgrade Process).

The note is a further refinement of an information note prepared for the Belgrade process in response to calls
from several governments for an overview of environmental activitiesinthe UN system. It draws on publicly
available information and preliminary findings of a stocktaking exercise undertaken in 2007 by the
Environmental Management Group (EMG) with the support of the United Nations I nstitute for Training and
Research.

The information note broadly outlines how the UN systemis engaged in performing the key objectives and
functions of international environmental governance (IEG) identified by the Consultative Group of Ministers or
High-level Representatives on |EG (the Consultative Group).The note is not an exhaustive description of what
each entity does, rather it highlights activities performed by the UN system, and gives examples of past and
ongoing work. Consideration is given to how the environmental activitiesin the UN system are conducted in
2009 against a baseline of UNEPs original four-pillar design and mandate of 1972.

The current draft has been subject to one round of review by the UN system, and is subject to a second round of
comments.
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Introduction

1. This information note is prepared by the Execub¥eector as adviser to the Consultative
Group of Ministers or High-level Representatiegsbroader reforms to the International Environraknt
Governance system established by Decision SSXIfheotUNEP Governing Council/Global Ministerial
Environment Forum (GC/GMEF) The group is taskegresent a report to the Council at its twenty-sixth
session in February 2011 in anticipation of the 1@dis contribution to the open-ended preparatory
committee of United Nations Conference on SustdénBlevelopment and the General Assembly. In doing
so the group wilbuild upon the work of the Consultative Group thas established under GC decision
25/4 (theBelgrade Process).

2. The Consultative Group of the Belgrade Processepted a Set of options to the™dpecial
session of the GC/GMEF. The objectives and funstimfithe international environmental governance
system were considered by the Group in the cowmtetkte United Nations system (the ‘UN systeis)a
whole, notwithstanding current mandates, programonestivities. These options have been transmbted
the President of the Governing Council to the Riessi of the sixty-fourth session General Assemblgm
input to the continuing process of improving inefanal environmental governance as they relateeo
measures set out in paragraph 169 of the 2005 Vantdmit Outcome™.

3. In addition to presenting options for incremeng&dbrms that could further enhance the
international environmental governance systemQtbesultative Group noted that there is also a need
reassess the adequacy of the existing internateonatonmental governance system through addressing
broader reforms in the context of sustainable dgraknt — addressing both the strengthening of the
environmental pillar as well as its integration amrrelationship with the other pillars.

4, The group identified the following objectives walsociated functions:

(@) Creating a strong, credible and accessibleseibase and policy interface;

(b) Developing a global authoritative and respeasioice for environmental sustainability;
(c) Achieving effectiveness, efficiency and comeewithin the United Nations system;
(d) Securing sufficient, predictable and coherenting, and

(e) Ensuring a responsive and cohesive approacte&ing country needs.

5. Several governments participating in the Belgragegss requested an overview of
environmental activities in the UN system to supploe deliberations of the Consultative Group. The
current information note responds to this requgsidilining broadly how the UN system is engaged in
performing the key objectives and functions beiogsidered by the Consultative Group. It is not an
exhaustive presentation of each entity’s activjtiather it highlights the functions the UN systism
performing, gives examples of past and ongoing veork draws attention to some lessons learned. The
analysis focuses on the role of intergovernmerddids, secretariats, funds and coordination meshai

6. The current note sets out in chapter | how therenmental activities in the UN system are
conducted in 2009 against the baseline of UNERgiral four-pillar design and mandate of 1972. Augi
this baseline an analysis is undertaken of the abjectives of IEG referred to above.

7. The sub chapter structure of the current note doealways correspond with the structure of
the underlying functions of the core objectivesenlin annex 1 to Decision SSXI/1. The reason fizr th
slight discrepancy is that the current note prestha past and present structure of environmeotafitees
in the UN system, while the annex represents & faesl forward looking approach to the core objestiv
and underlying functions with the view to identdgtions for improving IEG.

8. The note draws on publicly available informatioml gmeliminary findings of a stocktaking
exercise initiated by the Environmental Managen@@mup (EMG) in 2007 which was undertaken with the
support of United Nations Institute for TrainingdaResearch (UNITAR). Annex |: Environmental
management Profile of EMG Members and Annex II: Odllaboration in Thematic Areas of
Environmental Management of the draft note are batied on that exercise. The note has been stibjact
review by the UN system through the Environment &gement group.

l. Environment: a UN system-wide challenge

9. Environment and its strong links with developmeetevacknowledged as representing UN
system-wide challenges and opportunities alreadlggri972 UN Conference on the Human Environment
in Stockholm. UNEP was the institutional mechanestablished to ensure the follow up of the
Conference. The promotion and coordination of emrnental activities within the whole UN system was
one of the core function assigned to UNEP wherai @established in 1972. The four pillars constiguti
UNEP: - the Governing Council of UNEP (which si@00 also sits as the Global Ministerial
Environment Forum); - the Environment Secretaritite Environment Fund; and - the Environment

! General Assembly resolution 60/1 of 25 October 2@ also GC decision 24/5 preambular paragraph 5
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Coordination Board were all given mutually suppatiunctions and responsibilities in this respeés
integral parts of the UN system these elementsicallidraw from and call upon the authority of the
highest levels in the UN. Environmental issues ddad brought to the attention of the General Assgmb
the Secretary General and the Administrative Cotemion Coordination (now CEB) for consideration in
order to anchor further action at these levels.

10. The environmental footprint of humanity has growpaenentially since 1972. The size of the
footprint has followed the pace of a growing waplapulation, stunning technological innovations and

ever expanding production and consumption of geodkservices. Differences exist between the sizes o
the footprint of different segments of the worldoptation, but their cumulative effects have led to
unprecedented levels of environmental change. Ttieseges are predicted to become even more sévere i
the current development patterns continue. In M2@0B0O the General Assembly expressed its deep
concern over unprecedented environmental changdklavels and its potentially negative implicatiofor
economic and social development, especially fopihar and vulnerable groups in socidty.

11. The scale and complexity of interactions betweemdm society and the environment are a
major reason why it has proved so hard for thematigonal community and nations to halt environraént
change. A better understanding of this interactiam help society in mainstreaming the management of
risks — such as climate change and degradationasfystem services — and opportunities — such asfuse
ecosystem services — into economic and social psese The scale of the challenge has given riaa to
increased ownership taken by all parts of the aysterecognition of the need to address environaient
concerns as a system-wide challenge and in thexioot the specific mandates of all entities. Eoniment
is moving from the periphery to the core of polityking and its dimensions are increasingly
mainstreamed into sectoral plans and polf¢ias reflected amongst others in the Millennium &@epment
Goal 7 on achieving environmental sustainability.

12. The expanding environmental agenda and its emergiagration into the development
agenda, including the economic and social ageratantade the performance of UNEP’s originally
envisaged system-wide role more demanding, whil&EBN own system-wide role has been eroding. For
example, the Governing Council was mandated to géreeral policy guidance to the UN, yet it now only
occasionally calls on other parts of the UN systeract. The secretariat which was requested todooate
programmes and advise intergovernmental bodiesvismostly engaged in thematic cooperation with
other agencies. The Environment Fund which wasidgd to fund environmental activities in the entire
UN system, and of which 40% in the late 1980’s werdther UN agencies, now essentially finances
UNEP’s activities only. The Environment CoordinatiBoard (ECB) which was meant to promote
cooperation in the implementation of environmeptalgrammes in the UN and was part of the overall
coordination mechanism of the UN Sysfein its new incarnation, the Environment Managen@mup
(EMG), focuses on time-bound issues and is notmdbpart of the Secretary General’s coordination
mechanism, i.e. the Chief Executives Board on doatibn (CEB).

13. The increasing need to address environmental chaagalso put more demands on other parts
of the system and increased the demand for systelmaoherence at all levels. It has impacted dltiea

of the system and challenged the division of laamd roles and responsibilities among entities. dases
have evolved, but not always in a coherent ways Teivelopment is not unique to environment; chgksn
such as humanitarian response, disaster risk riedueind gender have put similar demands on thesys

for more coherence.

14. Effectiveness, efficiency and coherence withinlté system is in principle achieved through a
mix of system-wide intergovernmental, financialpkriedge management and interagency coordination
measures. Central to coherence in the environmergldpment nexus at intergovernmental level is
UNGA, ECOSOC, functional commissions under ECOSi@€luding CSD, the governing boards of UN
agencies, including UNEP GC/GMEF, and the COP®BIBfAs, in particular of the three Rio Conventions.
The role of some of these bodies in this respeehiewed in Chapter Ill. The global financial
mechanisms, such as the GEF, are a vehicle foreobe environmental activities but have limited &oip
on coherence in the area of development cooperafiweir role is considered in chapter V. Shared
knowledge in the form of conceptual approachesssssent processes and knowledge management
systems (see Chapter Il) can also be an effecéhehe for coherence, as demonstrated amongstsother
through IPCC and the Millennium Ecosystem Assessme€he fourth vehicle is interagency coordination

2 UNGA resolution 2997 of 1972

% See resolution 63/220 of 9 March 2009 in whichAksembly referred to evidence in the fourth volu@hebal

Environment Outlook: Environment for Development (GEO-4) (seehttp://www.unep.org/geo/geo4/mediaChanges

referred to in the volume include global warmingtdmor and indoor air pollution, depletion of theatospheric ozone layer,
availability of freshwater, loss of biodiversity angst others in the form of species loss and degiatdof ecosystem
including loss of forest cover, overexploitationasfuatic ecosystems and land degradation.

4 See for example GEO 4 and UNEP's Medium-term &gya2010-2013.

5 The Administrative Committee for Coordination (ACC
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at the secretariat level (see Chapter VI), andittievehicle is interagency coordination at thaintry level
in support of countries’ own development aspirai(gee Chapter 1V).

15. The internal response by the UN system to expandiémgands in several areas has inter alia
been a strengthening of interagency coordinatioegutures through the Secretary-General's coordimati
mechanism, i.e. the Chief of Executives Board oor@mation (CEB) system at the global level and
through the Delivering as One approach at the cguewel currently piloted in eight countries. Withe
strengthening of global and country level coordorabave been the focus of these mechanisms, less
attention has so far been paid to strengthenin@gsysvide coherence at the regional level.

16. The combined UN system environment and developnedgited secretariat resources,
competencies, experiences, capacities and knowrbprgsents a unique resource. At least 44
organizations are actively engaged in environmeatalities (see annex 1). Many organisations haver
the years, established separate environmentalatigisunits or programme elements which address
specific environmental issues pertaining to the dadm of their organisation and for mainstreaming
environmental considerations into their programinas policies.

17. Agencies are increasingly working together on esniimental activities. The EMG is gaining
considerable ground in facilitating thematic inégrency processes among its 44 members, which mclud
the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund #melMEAs. In addition, thematic inter-agency
coordination mechanisms, notably UN-Energy, UN-Waead UN-Oceans, have been set up in a number
of other environment-related areas to promote @iw. Coordination mechanisms are also in place for
MEas and numerous other collaborative initiativee(chapter VI and annex II).

II.  Creating a strong, credible and coherent sciere base and policy
interface

18. A core function assigned to UNEP Governing Couimcil972 was to “keep under review the
world environmental situation”. The purpose of sachongoing activity was to “ensure that emerging
environmental problems of wide international sigrafice receive appropriate and adequate considerati
by Governments”. Efforts in this respect have exjgghtremendously since 1972, amidst a growing
awareness of the need to understand how sociematts with the environment. Not only do policy-raek
need to understand environmental change and &a ofbuilt time-lags, but they also need to knowatvh
causes the environment to change and how thesgehiampact on human well-befhg

19. In keeping the environment under review the Counet tasked to “promote the contribution
of the relevant international scientific and otpesfessional communities to the acquisition, assess$ and
exchange of environmental knowledge and informétiBor many years this endeavour was pursued
within the framework of a UN system-wide Earthwatah idea which was conceived in the 1972 UN
Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholthrainforced by the 1992 UN Conference on
Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro.

20. The conceptual approach to understanding envirotahproblems has evolved to a focus on
understanding the dynamic society-environment &uéons and the risks and opportunities that layeim
(see figure 1). Such an approach is needed tatédeib more effective mainstreaming of the managgm
of environmental risks — such as climate changed®gtiadation of ecosystem services — and oppokanit
—such as use of ecosystem services — into segtolieles and strategies and strategies which egm h
abate adverse impacts while at the same time sitinglgreen economic growth and job creation.

21. Understanding the society-environment interacti@ogiires data, expertise and knowledge
from many walks of life, something the UN systenthwis broad technical expertise base is well plaoe
contribute to. Efforts to keep the environment umdeiew are, however not confined to the technieal
alone. Science and policy communities need to niiytirdorm each other through formal and informal
processes and this dialogue can be helped througdil-gtructured science-policy interface. The key
processes constituting this interface and thegbtbe UN system is playing in facilitating thesegesses
are outlined below.

A. Acquisition of environmental information: - research, modelling, monitoring and
observations
22. The acquisition of environmental knowledge andrinfation is done through research,

monitoring and observations. Modelling of enviromiad change predictions, especially climate change
and development of scenarios has become an inogdaginportant tool. Most of the world’s capacity i

® See for example the fourth volume of the GlobaliEmment Outlook: Environment for development (GE@nd its
conceptual framework where human well-being in fafrsecurity, basic material needs, good healtd,ggnod social
relations were central. See also decision 1 ofiteteUNEP Governing Council of 22 June 1973 whieferred to the need
to safeguard human well-being in the general padigjgectives for UNEP.
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acquisition of environmental information is foundriational public institutions. The UN system isveeer
involved in the management of programmes, framewarid systems which facilitates national
cooperation in the area.

Society «>» Environment

Human well-being: Services (opportunities):
Freedoms of choice and action e Ecosystem services (provisioning,
to achieve: cultural, regulating and supporting)
e Security  A-biotic resources (hydrocarbons,
e Basic material needs minerals & motion, sun & geo energy)
* Good health Stress (risks):
* Good social relations « Climate change, diseases & pests
e Natural hazards (radiation,
l ‘ earthquakes, volcanoes)

Socio-economic processes:

m 3 :

gure 1 The interaction between society and environment: A look at the Earth will reveal a planet with diverse forms of
life including a species, Homo sapiens, whose interactions with the environment has put it on a path to rapid change. The
future wellbeing of the individuals of this species rests on their collective ability to understand this interaction and manage
the risks and opportunities therein. The elements presented in this figure are drawn from the conceptual framework of the
fourth Global Environmental Outlook, GEOA4.

23. A number of UN system entities are involved in eawmental research and modelling. The
United Nations University (UNU) has for exampleesearch and capacity-building programme on
environment and sustainable development (ESTHe United Nations Educational, Scientific andtnal
Organisation (UNESCO) has its Natural Science $entploying about 200 staff membgrs's Man and
Biosphere Programme was launched in 1970 and nataios a network of more than 450 sites which
serves amongst others as a foundation for conducgsearch and promoting earth sciences and earth
system monitoring. The IAEA, under its Environm@nbgramme, manages several Technical Cooperation
projects, as well as Coordinated Research Progranfonelevelopment and capacity building

prominent example of the UN systems facilitationrmofesearch programmes is the World Climate
Research Programme (WCRP) which was establish&8860, under the joint sponsorship of the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the Interpagl Council for Science (ICSU). Since 1993, WCRP
has also been sponsored by the Intergovernmengdr@graphic Commission (I0C) of UNESCO. The
Executive Director of UNEP is currently considerimgimilar but complementary initiative togethethwi

the communities involved in research on impactvaliyerabilities and adaptation to climate change.

24. A core component of the initial Earthwatch conampinaged by UNEP was the development of
a Global Environment Monitoring System (GEMS). ildlyy, GEMS focused on developing monitoring
methodologies, establishing quality control systamd global databases, capacity-building and teahni
support. The system was not maintained as a cargystem, and one of its initial components GEMS/AI
does no longer exist. However, GEMS/Water is atlINEP programme, which since 1978, has been
hosted at Environment Canada's National Water Relséastitute. Since 1976, GEMS/Food implemented
by the World Health Organisation (WHO) has provid&drmation on levels and trends of contaminants i
food. The Natural Resources Management and EnvieahDepartment of the Food and Agriculture

7 http://ww.unu.edu/esd/index.html
8 http://portal.unesco.org/science/en/ev.php-URL 9B35&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
® |JAEA-EL website: http://www.iaea.org/monaco, IAERC website: http://www-tc.iaea.org
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Organization (FAO) has established an operatiomalitaring service on environmental and agricultural
crop production that provides information to suppgiobal Information and Early Warning System on
food and agriculture, Emergency Centre for Locys¢i@tions, Agrometeorology Group, Land Cover
assessment and monitoring, Global Fire Informaliflamagement System, and regional and national food
security and early warning systems, as well asatjmeral geospatial data governance, discovery and
repository tools that are playing an increasingiportant role on utilization of environmental infiattion
products to members of the larger international momity concerned with sustainable development, food
security and responses to climate change.

25. Advances in remote sensing and geographical infoomaystems have led to the evolution of
global observing systems. UNEP spearheaded the&apph of these systems through the establishmient
the Global Resource Information Database (GRID)esysLike GEMS it suffered from inadequate funds,
lack of government oversight and was overtakerebliiological events. While some centres still gkist
never evolved into a repository of geo-referenaedrenmental data as was envisaged. In the nineties
UNESCO, WMO, UNEP and the Food and Agriculture Qigation (FAO) in partnership with ICSU
initiated the formation of the three Global ObsegvBystems to monitor climate change, ensure data
availability and build predictions in support tastainable development: the Global Climate Observing
System (GCOS) coordinated by WMO, the Global Od@hserving System (GOOS) coordinated by
UNESCO/IOC, and the Global Terrestrial Observingtemn (GTOS) coordinated by FAO.

26. Increasingly the overall coordination and architeal development of such systems takes
place under the auspices of the Group on Earthr@asens® and its efforts in establishing a Global Earth
Observation System of Systems (GEOSS).

B. Environmental assessments
27. Assessments analyse data and information stemmongriesearch, modelling, monitoring and
observations. Assessments vary in scope and irepso€ommonly used tools are environmental impact
assessments of concrete projects or Strategic @maental Assessments of sector-wide or national
policies. States of the Environment reports areroonly used at national and sub-national level asta
Country Environment Analysis (CEA) of the World Baor the regional development banks and the
Country Environment Profile (CEP) of the Europeamnission. (see analysis presented to the 25
session of the Governing Couri&)l A task team under the OECD Environment is cutydnoking into
the possibilities for enhancing environmental assests in a more harmonized way that also seeks to
build national capacity and ensure greater coumtryership. At the international level a whole haist
assessments with different scope and process Waleed over the last two decades. A lot of attentias
been given to the design and governance strucfubtese processes to ensure scientific independemnte
credibility on one hand and policy legitimacy aetevance on the other hand. The UN system hasdieen
the forefront in developing these processes. Atyaisaof these assessments was presented to the 25
session of the UNEP Governing Couffcil

28. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (HE@e most prominent international
assessment process. The panel was establishe88rby3he governing bodies of WMO and UNEP and is
served by a joint secretariat provided by the tngaaisations. It mobilises national and independent
expertise and follows an elaborate process whicludes peer review and procedures for
intergovernmental oversight and endorsement ofitia reports. Financed by members of the panel and
in-kind contributions from member states, its fouport was published in 2007 and its 20 years of
contribution to addressing climate change and suppahe work of the UNFCCC earned it the Nobel
Peace Prize in 2007. In many ways the IPCC expezibas a parallel in the assessment panels ureler th
Montreal Protocol on Substances that deplete tlt®%rayer. UNEP initiated the assessment panel
process in 1988 pursuant to Article 6 of the Maaitiferotocol and reports have been prepared regularl
since 1989 with the support also by WMO.

29. Non-recurrent global environmental assessmentseatatic level include the Global
Biodiversity Assessment (GBA) (UNEP 1995), the Gliolmternational Waters Assessment (GIWA)
(UNEP 2006) and the Millennium Ecosystem Assessr{idA) (2005) which was prepared under the
auspices of UNEP through a broad partnership imetu@BD, CITES, FAO, UNCCD, UNDP, UNESCO,
UNDP, World Bank and WHO. GEF is also financing tiaad Degradation Assessment in Drylands
(LADA) project supported by FAO and UNEP. Nonelofse assessments had an intergovernmental
governance structure. The International Assessofelgricultural Knowledge, Science and Technology

19 The Group on Earth Observations isimergovernmentamnechanism established to develop a 10-year impl&atien
plan for building a coordinated, comprehensive sutained Global Earth Observation System of Sys{&&OSS). The
focus of the Group is on advancing the GEOSS cdraapss the nine social benefit areas, develagpi@grchitecture
and data policy required for GEOSS, further devieigpphe science underpinning GEOSS, promoting sexda
interactions with users of Earth observations argligng that the global capacity to produce andHas¢h observations is
developed.

L UNEP/GC.25/inf/12/Add.1

12 UNEP/GC.25/inf/12
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for Development (IAASTD) (2008) co-sponsored by FAREF, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, World Bank,
and WHO however, was an intergovernmental procébsanmulti-stakeholder Bureau. All of these global
assessments with exception of the GBA containedmagand sub-global assessment components. The
Global Environment Facility (GEF) has played a kel in funding all of these assessments.

30. Other well established thematic assessment prae@sdade the Global Biodiversity Outlook
of the CBD. whose third edition (GBO*3has been published on 10 May 2010 and is oneegbttincipal
milestones of the UN’s International Year of Bioelisity, the State of the World's Plant Genetic Reszs
for Food and Agriculture (1998)which set the scene for the Global Plan of Acfmmthe Conservation
and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resesifor Food and Agricultuf®and the State of the
World's Animal Genetic Resources for Food and Agdtice. The Draft Second Report on the State of the
World's Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agricel (2010j°was presented to the Commission on
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, afwelfth Regular Session, and endorsed by the
Commission asthe authoritative assessment of this sector.” The final report will be launched in July 2010.
The state of the world assessments of plant amdamjenetic resources were the result of countiyedr
processes which also involved scientific review malidation. FAO also prepared the Global Forest
Resource Assessment and State of the World Fishenié Aquaculture while the World Water
Development Report was published by UNESCO on lhefithe UN World Water Assessment
Programme which consists of a broad range of Ukhpes from UN funds, programmes, agencies,
regional commissions and secretariats of convestion

31. Two new intergovernmental assessment processesiaently being considered. The first
concerns an assessment of the marine environmeatUN General Assembly is currently considering the
modalities of the regular process for global repgrand assessment of the state of the marine@maint,
including socio-economic aspects. The considerasittased on recommendation from an
intergovernmental and expert-driven process joimtgnaged by UNEP and UNESCO/IOC in cooperation
with FAO and WMO. The second process concerns béoslity. A second ad hoc intergovernmental and
multi-stakeholder meeting on an intergovernmertderee-policy platform on biodiversity and ecosyste
services is hosted by the UNEP Executive Directddctober 2009 and its outcome will be reportethéo
eleventh special session of the UNEP Governing €ibun

32. The Global Environment Outlook was initiated in 598 UNEP’s Governing Council in
response to the need for a comprehensive and ateejassessment of the global environment. In 2@93
Council initiated a consultation on strengthenimg scientific base of UNEP which led to measures to
further evolve the GEO process into a more rigosmisntific and expert-driven process with ad-hoc
elements of intergovernmental oversight and endoese. The twenty-fifth session of the Governing
Council requested the Executive Director to prepefith GEO through a process with intergovernraént
components similar to that of the fourth assessnidrg Council requested amongst others that thartrep
should contain policy options which could speedhgrealisation of internationally agreed goals and
targets and inform the strategic directions of UNEP

33. UNEP’s International Panel for Sustainable ResoMaaagement is another integrated
assessment mechanism. It was recently establishauertake assessments which can contribute to a
better understanding of how to decouple econonmoevtir from environmental degradation. Other
economically focused assessments include UNEP’k with partners within the United Nations system,
on a report that will make the economic case fgreeen economy and a report on the economics of
biodiversity and ecosystems.

34. A number of development assessment reports regydestluced by the UN system also
increasingly consider environmental change as imidgfparameter. In recent years the Human
Development Report by UNDP have focused on issuels as water and climate change in global,
regional and, increasingly, also in national repofihe same trend can be observed in the World
Development by the World Bank and publications con®mic and social affairs by DESA. These reports
contain information the social and economic aspefaistainable development which are critical to
understand in order to address environmental change

C. I nformation exchange
35. A core component of Earthwatch was the establishimgtNEP of an environmental referral
system, later called INFOTERRA. The system was stippy information exchange and was an active
programme element of UNEP until the mid-ninetie®wkhe support to the system was drastically redjuce
amongst others, because of limitations in fundirgnically this happened at a time when the worltsw

13 Available at :http://gbo3.cbd.int/
14 Available at ftp://tp.fao.org/docrep/fao/meeting/015/w7324e. pdf
15 Available at ftp:/ftp.fao.orgidocrep/fao/meeting/015/2j6316.pd

18 Available at ftp://ftp.fac.org/docrep/fao/meeting/017/ak5286.pd
17 See the interim report at http://www.unep.org/gemmnomy/docs/TEEB_English.pdf.
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just about to witness information and communicatexhnologies developments which revolutionised the
exchange of information. These developments fatéli the growth of national and regional environtaken
information networks and systems such as in Affiche EU®, the United States of Ameriaand other
federal States, such as Austrdli@razif? and Indi&®.

36. Information networks help sustain capacity-buildagamongst others identified in the Bali
Strategic Plan and twinning arrangements betwasemoidles as demonstrated amongst others in thetase
the Africa Environment Information Network. Netwarknake it possible to bridge scales, cover multiple
themes, facilitate harmonisation of data and hglyregation and disaggregation of data. The UNssicei
division works on gathering environmental data.uinber of other UN system organisations are involved
in gathering of nationally reported data and infation on environmental, social and economic isslikes.
development of environmental and sustainable dpweémt indicators has been on the agenda of several
entities including DESA, CBD, FAO and UNEP. The MBi&ta and analyses (including for MDG7) are
the product of the work of the Inter-agency andd&k@sroup (IAEG) on MDG Indicators, coordinated by
the United Nations Statistics Division. A databas®DG data is maintained and available online.

37. Web-based information platforms of up-to-date, eeheand quality-assured priority data and
information, indicators, early warning and alemvéees draw information from information networks,
research, monitoring and observations. The FAO &lbiformation and Early Warning System
(GIEWSY* provides early warnings of impending food crisesiividual countries which can be linked to
environmental or disasters causes and keeps thd f@od supply/demand situation under continuous
review so that appropriate actions can be takethégovernments, the international community, athero
parties. A similar example is the work by UNESCQCIOn the establishment of a tsunami early warning
system. Another recent example is the decisioherhigh level declaration by the third World Climat
Conference to develop with the support of WMO alb@ld-ramework for Climate Services based on
networking and the development of information syst@nd user interfaces

D. Scientific and technical advice

38. Many of the environmental scientific and techniadVisory bodies in the UN system are
intergovernmental. A number of multilateral envinoental agreements and all the three Rio conventions
particular have prominent intergovernmental sciEnéind technical advisory bodies. These bodiesiclen
assessment findings, commission studies, operat®ries and advise their parent body. One of thesild
and still active non-intergovernmental advisoryiesds the Group of Experts on Scientific Aspedts o
Marine Environmental Protection (GESAMP). It watabtished in 1969 and advises the UN system on the
scientific aspects of marine environmental protettiAt present it is jointly sponsored by eight UN
organizations with a secretariat hosted by IMO. theo prominent non-intergovernmental advisory bisdy
the Scientific and Technical Panel (STAP) of theFG&Ranaged by UNEP.

39. Several of the FAO governing bodies are reviewsisyiés related to environment. Th8%22
session of the Committee on Agriculture in JuneQ2@ill discuss “sustainable crop production
intensification through ecosystem approach andaes\and enabling environment”. Its previous sessio
April 2009 reviewed partnerships to enhance Orgauidculture and the 20session in 2007 discussed a
paper entitled “Environment and Agriculture”. Ther@mittees on Forestry and on Fisheries, respegtivel
the highest FAO Forestry and Fisheries statutodidsy identify emerging policy and technical issues
including environmental ones, to seek solutionsasdse FAO and others on appropriate action. Th® F
Committee on World Food Security (CFS) appovedsatist session in November 2009 a reform of the
Global Food Security governance which will notastiyengthen the participation of Civil Society/Non-
Governmental Organizations (CSOs/NGOSs) in the disioms of the Committee as well as the synergies
between world class academic/scientific knowledigéd experience, knowledge from social actors and
practical application in various settings througHigh Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and
Nutrition. This recent reform of the governanca\drld Food Security could be a good example for the
planned revision of international environmental @mance.

40. The UNEP Governing Council has, however, neverbéisteed any intergovernmental technical
and advisory subsidiary body which could maintai@ technical agenda for keeping the environmental
situation under review and ensure that the diffef@nctional elements of the science-policy inteefa
complement each other. The collective capacityerdgom this technical oversight function is appaien

18 The Africa Environment Information Network (AEIN)
19 The European Environmental Information and Obséwmdtetwork(EIONET)
D The exchange network helps the US EnvironmentateBtion Agency (EPA), federal states, ethnic gspuerritories and
regulated facilities exchange environmental infaioramore efficiently (see also http://www.exchangivork.net)
1 EnvironmentaResources Information Network (ERIN), see httpmiwdeh.gov.au/erin/index.html.
2 gistema\acionalde Informacé&o sobre o Meio Ambiente (SINIMA), sdip://www2.ibama.gov.br/~cnia/sinima.htm.
2 Environmentalnformation System (ENVIS), see http://www.envioc.in/envis/envis.html.
24 http://www.fao.org/giews/english/index.htm
25 http://www.wmo.int/wcc3/page_en.php
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the many highly competent regional and nationalrenmental authorities around the world. The Colnci
has itself mobilised this capacity in its effortsetxplore ways of strengthening the scientific bafSeNEP.

In 2003 the Council discussed the proposal contkiim¢he Cartagena package to consider the
establishment of an Intergovernmental Panel on &lBhvironmental Change as a subsidiary advisory
body?®. The Council did not agree on this proposal aitéhied instead consultations on how to strengthen
the scientific base of UNEP.

41. The question of strengthening the scientific bdddNEP was considered in a series of
extensive consultations among governments, expadsgencies which concluded in 2004 with an agreed
set of gaps and ne€dsTo address those needs the Executive Directqogeal to the Council in 2005 a
range of measures which followed three trackstljra strengthened GEO process, which eventually
assisted the Council and the General Assemblypnessing themselves substantively on the state of
environmental change and its implications for depaient®. Secondly, a refocused sub-programme on
assessment and early warning of the biennial progra of work (POW) focusing on three core elements:
assessments, networking and capacity building, e/ke@ments are still reflected in the POW 2010-2011
although in a more integrated fashion. Thirdlyregwsed Environment Watch framework, which presénte
a longer term and more elaborate consideratiorowfthe same three core elements could be mutually
enhanced in the pursuit of a multi scaled and ntlodtimatic knowledge infrastructure. Environment iat
was considered by the Council in four consecutessi®ns and evolved from a proposed frameworka via
proposed system, then a proposed intergovernmnggted strategy, to a secretariat strategy. Ble 2
session of the Council in 2009 set out the direstifor the further strengthening of the sciencee lwis

UNEP including by noting the latest version of gteategy.

42, The recent developments in the area of creatingpagcredible and coherent science base
have centred on how the science-policy interfacebeastrengthened from national via regional tdalo
level. Environmental change is predicted to becenen more severe if the current development pattern
continue, in particular in the area of climate ag@nThe limited availability of environmental datiathe
country level is often a bottleneck for translatkmpwledge into advice that can inform the broader
spectrum of development decisions at that level.

lll.  Developing a global authoritative and respons¥e voice for

environmental sustainability

43. Promotion of international cooperation on environtagéissues was one of UNEP’s main
responsibilities at its outset in 1972. The GovwegnCouncil was requested to provide policy advite a
direction for environmental programmes in the UNteyn and review their implementation. The UN
system has facilitated the development of inteometi cooperation on environment and sustainable
development. Such cooperation comes in differemmh$éoand shapes and includes international law;
international policy organs and soft law instrunsemind integration of the environment into develepm
cooperation and economic activities.

A. I nternational law
44, There are now more than 500 international treatiesother agreements related to the
environment, of which 323 are regional and 302 ftaie the period between 1972 and the early 2800s
These instruments have all been carefully negatisidoalance the interests of the different mensketes
including those related to the role of the enviremirin the wider development agenda. Agreed priesjp
objectives, commitments, standards and compliarezsares constitute the foundation for a binding
cooperation regime. Their implementation is ovemd®gconferences of parties with the support of
advisory bodies and other support structures. fegsgovernmental bodies of instruments which hawenbe
separately ratified by governments they have aepaddent and strong standing vis-a-vis other
intergovernmental bodies such as UNEP’s GoverniognCil and the Commission on Sustainable
Development. These bodies serve as global voicesuiiainability in their areas of competence ayéa
on strategies, policies, work programmes and atieasures for the further implementation of thetyrea

45. Atmospheric change has been addressed throughlaodreark global treaties. The Montreal
Protocol, which became effective in 1989 and hatl d&ties, has helped decrease or stabilize atredsph
concentrations of many ozone depleting substameasding chlorofluorocarbons. The protocol, whose
secretariat and furitlis administered by UNEP, is regarded as one ofrtbst successful international

% UNEP/GC.22/4/Add.1
71t engaged more than 100 Governments and 50 pafimevritten submissions and face-to-face dialofgue
documentation and outcome see http://science.umgp.o
28 See UNEP Governing Council decision SS.X/5 of Baly 2008 and UNGA resolution 63/220 of 9 March@00
2 Global Environment Outlook 4 (GEO 4), Environméatt Development, Summary for Decision Makers (UNER7)
(http://www.unep.org/geo/geod/media/)

30 The multilateral fund for the implementation oéthlontreal Protocol
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agreements to date. Regional agreements are gidace such as the UNECE Convention on Long-range
Transboundary Air Pollution (LRTAP) (1979).

46. The United Nations Framework Convention on Clinakenge (UNFCCC) entered into force
in 1994 and currently has 194 Parties. The Coneersets an overall framework for intergovernmental
efforts to tackle the challenge posed by climatnge. The associated Kyoto Protocol, which setdiig
targets for 37 industrialized countries and theopean Union for reducing greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions was adopted in 1997 and entered inte iar2005. Currently, there are 191 Parties to the
Protocol. In Bali in 2007, the Conference of thetiea (COP) of the UNFCCC launched a comprehensive
process to enable the full, effective and sustaimgdementation of the Convention through long-term
cooperative action, now, up to and beyond 2012rdler to reach an agreed outcome and adopt a aiecisi
at its fifteenth session in 2009 in Copenhagen. gdiieeess was conducted under a subsidiary body unde
the Convention, the Ad Hoc Working Group on Long¥téCooperative Action under the Convention
(AWG-LCA), which was to complete its work in 2008capresent the outcome to the COP for adoption at
its fifteenth session in Copenhagen. In Copenhaarties were unable to reach agreement and tifie CO
decided to extend the mandate of the AWG-LCA tdoéni to continue its work with a view to presengi
the outcome of its work to the COP for adoptioitsasixteenth session. The discussions under ribi¢dl

to agree on future commitments for industrializedrdries, were undertaken in the Ad Hoc Working
Group on Further Commitments for Annex | Partiedarnthe Kyoto Protocol (AWG-KP) which was set up
in December 2005. The AWG-KP was also to compbstevork by the end of 2009, however the mandate
of the AWG-KP was also renewed and the group wailitmue its work with a view to presenting the
outcome at the sixth session of the ConferencheoPrties serving as the Meeting of the Parties.

47. The Conference of the Parties at its first sesdemided “that the Convention secretariat shall
be institutionally linked to the United Nations, #ehnot being fully integrated in the work programmnd
management structure of any particular departmeptagramme"’l. The secretariat consists of several
hundred staff members out of which approximatel§ &re funded out of the core budget. Formally, the
Executive Secretary reports to the Secretary-Géonaradministrative matters through the Under-
Secretary-General for Management, and on subseamtatters through the Under-Secretary-General for
Economic and Social Affairs. At its fourteenthsiea the COP, by its decision 8/CP.14, invited “the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, in corsiaih with the Conference of the Parties through th
Bureau, to undertake an independent review of tNRECCC secretariat’s structure, including an evaduat
of the current levels and responsibilities, takimg account the scope and complexity of work”.isTh
review is currently being undertaken through tHfecefof the Secretary-General.

48. Another Rio convention, is the UN Convention tan@at Desertification in Those Countries
Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertificati®articularly in Afric(UNCCD). The convention
aims at combating desertification and mitigating éffects of drought through national action progsa
that incorporate long-term strategies supportethtgynational cooperation and partnership arranggsne
It entered into force in 1996 and has 193 partiés.based on the wide adoption of sustainabld lan
management (SLM), and follows the principles oftiggration, programmatic partnership and
decentralization - the backbone of good governamciesustainable development. A similar reporting
arrangement to that of the UNFCCC secretariat appiti the Executive Secretary of UNCCD.

49. Biological Diversity is dealt with by a number oéaties of which the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD) has the most generic dndad scope. The CBD was the first of the Rio
conventions to enter into force in 1993 and has@&@ies. A supplementary agreement to the
Convention—the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety—séelprotect biological diversity from the potehtia
risks posed by living modified organisms resultirgm modern biotechnology. Recent developments
include consideration of the post 2010 biodivertigets and negotiatiomws$ an international regime on
access to genetic resources and benefit-shafihg. CBD is, as other biodiversity-related tregtmich as
the Convention on International Trade in Endang&pekies of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) (1973) and
the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory&ge of Wild Animals (also known as CMS or Bonn
Convention) (1979), served by secretariats thatremeaged by UNEP, with Executive Secretaries répprt
to the Executive Director of UNEP. The cluster éodibversity goes beyond UNEP however, and includes
for example the Convention Concerning the ProteatioWorld Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972)
administered by UNESCO. It also includes the Iraéiomal Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture (2004) whose objectives are theseovation and sustainable use of plant genetiarese
for food and agriculture and the fair and equitatfiaring of the benefits arising out of their ugse,

harmony with the Convention on Biological Diversitgr sustainable agriculture and food security.

50. The largest cluster of multilateral environmentgeeements is related to the marine
environment, accounting for over 40 per cent oftdtal. The United Nations Convention on the Lavihef
Sea (UNCLOS) defines the rights and responsilslitienations in their use of the world's oceans,
establishing guidelines for businesses, the enwirort, and the management of marine natural reseurce

31 FCCcC/CP/1995/7/Add.1 Decision 14
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UNCLOS resulted from the third United Nations Coefece on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS IIl) which
was concluded in 1982, replaced four 1958 treatisie into force in 1994 and has to date 158 parfiee
secretriat is provided by the UN Secretary Geresglerformed by the UN Division for Ocean Affairsla
the Law of the Sea. The International Maritime Quigation (IMO) manages several treaties relatetieo
protection of the environment, including the Inegianal Convention for the Prevention of Pollutfoom
Ships (MARPOL), the International Convention on Bidllution Preparedness, Response and Cooperation
(OPRC 90), the Protocol on Preparedness, Respods€aoperation to Pollution Incidents by Hazardous
and Noxious Substances (OPRC-HNS Protocol) 20@0Ctnvention on the Prevention of Marine
Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter @D972), and its related 1996 Protocol, the
International Convention on the Control of Harmfuiti-fouling Systems on Ships (AFS Convention),
2001 and the International Convention for the Galiritfanagement of Ships' Ballast Water and Sediments
(2004). The cluster also includes 17 multi-sectoggional seas conventions and action plans ey a8
conventions, protocols and related agreements stgspby UNEP’s regional seas progranifres well as
numerous regional fisheries conventions and prasoco

51. The use of chemicals is regulated in several caim@sincluding the Basel Convention on the
Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardousté¢aand their Disposal, the Rotterdam Convention
on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Cettlamardous Chemicals and Pesticides in Interndtiona
Trade and the Stockholm Convention on Persistegafc Pollutants. In addition, UNEP’s Governing
Council has recently initiated the negotiation @foavention on mercury. The secretariats to theeBasd
Stockholm conventions are managed by UNEP anddtretsriat to the Rotterdam convention is jointly
managed by FAO and UNEP. Several ILO conventioss atldress occupational hazards in the workplace.

52. Clustering of the chemical conventions has beenlfiput on the agenda by governments. The
Ad Hoc Joint Working Group on Enhancing Cooperatiod Coordination among the Basel, Rotterdam
and Stockholm Conventions, was established byasgective Conferences of the Parties. The group has
recommended a set of measures to the respectitiedairthe conventions, including steps to improve
effectiveness and efficiency in administering tbewentions through joint administrative arrangeraemtd
services. Simultaneous Extraordinary ConferencélBeoParties to the Basel-, Rotterdam- and Stockhol
Conventions (Ex-COPs) were held from 22 to 24 Faty2010 in Bali, Indonesia. On the basis of the
meeting documents prepared by the three Secratémiatonsideration by delegates to the Ex-CORs, th
three Conferences of Parties took simultaneoustistes regarding joint audit, joint review, joint
management, and joint Secretariat arrangementsigshothers. The proposed Review Arrangements and
the proposed Review Mechanism were approved bixh€0Ps, but relevant Terms of References for
these arrangements will need to be made availalileetnext ordinary meetings of the Conferences of
Parties of each of the three Conventions. The Mamrtagerial functions with a Joint Head supervigimsg
Executive Secretaries of all three Conventionstextat UNEP in Geneva, as well as the already
established Joint Service Unit for the three Secias of the Basel-, Stockholm-, and Rotterdam
Convention at UNEP in Geneva was approved. Jointitkes were supported. Synchronization of budget
cycles among the three Conventions was supportedelier these arrangements and the new management
structure have to be cost neutral, or based omveniy trust funds. The Ex-COPs requested a moieiexit
management through co-operation which represeigin#isant practical step towards realising theden
discussed approach of clustering of MEAs.

53. The question of coherence among multilateral emwrental agreements, which constitute the
normative backbone of the IEG structure, has babjest of consideration for a long time. The Bruadd
Commission (1987) already stressed the need td buikexisting declarations, conventions and re&wiaf
to consolidate and extend relevant legal principlegnvironmental protection and sustainable
developmenrit. It observed that the lack of wider agreement asicrules for interstate behaviour
“undermines both national sovereignty and the esbodevelopment potential of each and all stati#s”.
recommended that “the General Assembly commitfitegbreparing a Universal Declaration and later a
Convention on environmental protection and susbdéndevelopment”. While the first element of the
recommendation saw the light of day in the fornthef Rio Declaration on Environment and Development,
the idea of a universal convention did not matesgalThis stands in contrast to other areas ofrazhdand
evolving international law, such as that of the Wdrrade Organization (WTO) which dates back to
1948*. Unlike the international trade regime the evaintdf the international environmental legal regime
has so far taken place without any agreed ovenagdkgal framework.

32 More than 140 countries participate in 13 Regi®@eas programmes established under the auspitH$ER: Black Sea,
Wider Caribbean, East Asian Seas, Eastern AfricatiSAsian Seas, ROPME Sea Area, MediterranearthMiast Pacific,
North-West Pacific, Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, Sdtaist Pacific, Pacific, and Western Africa. Sixludse programmes,
are directly administered by UNEP.

33 Our common future, The world commission on envinent and development (1987), page 332 - 333

34 The WTO was established in 1995, but its tradifsiean is half a century older. Since 1948, the Gdrfegreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) had provided the rulestfte system. Whereas GATT had mainly dealt witbera goods, the
WTO and its agreements now also cover trade iricgyand in traded inventions, creations and dedigitellectual
property).
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54. The further evolution of international environméréav is likely to be shaped by the need to
manage the risks that increasing environmentalgdg@ose to human well-being. Not only is thereedne
to manage risks, but there is also a need to betieage the opportunities - such as use of ecasyste
services - which arise in the interaction betwemsiety and environment. The future evolution of
environmental law is also likely to be shaped l®/nieed to address what in the Malmoe declaration in
2000 was referred to as an “alarming gap betweematments and actions” a gap which ten years later
still prevails. A focus on environmental actiongded for a fair and equitable enhancement of hunedin
being would help ensure that the evolution of imdgional environmental governance system takeeplac
not at the expense of - but in support of the $@eid economic pillars of sustainable development.

B. I ntergovernmental policy organs and soft law instruments
55. The decision by the United Nations General AsseridyGA) to convene the UN Conference
on the Human Environment, i.e. the Stockholm Cafee (1972), marked the beginning of regular
considerations by the UNGA of the environment aedetopment agenda. The considerations have taken
place in regular sessions of the UNGA, in confeesrend summits initiated by the UNGA and through
subsidiary bodies of the UNGA. UNEP Governing Calwith 58 members was established in 1972
(resolution 2997) to oversee the implementatiothefProgramme of Action from the Stockholm
Conference. The Council is mandated to promotenat@®nal cooperation and keep the environmentunde
review. It is also to give policy guidance on thi@enming, coordination and effectiveness of UN syste
wide environmental programmes, as well as on fhgiact on developing countries and the relation to
their social and economic policies and prioritiEse Council was instructed by the UNGA to meet
annually and but the Council was subsequently retedeto meet only every second year. This changed i
2000 following the creation by the UNGA of the GébiMinisterial Environment Forum (Foruff)hat
would meet annually on the occasion of the UNEPé&smwng Council.

56. The environmental activities in the UN system hbgen regularly reviewed after the
Stockholm Conference. The first decadal-review tplaice at the special session of the UNEP Governing
Council in 1983°. The review led, amongst others, to the establstiraf the World Commission of
Environment and Development which presented itente¢f®ur Common Future” in 1987. The
recommendations from the Commission served assrtpuhe second decadal-review, the 1992 United
Nations Conference on Environment and DevelopmgNGED - also known as the Earth Summit), in Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil which led to the adoption of Ade 2%’. In preparing for the Earth Summit the UNGA
appointed a separate inter-governmental preparatomnynittee instead of giving the task to UNEP
Governing Council which was established amongstrstio oversee the implementation of the Stockholm
Plan of Action.

57. The United Nations Commission on Sustainable Dgraknt (CSD) was established in 1992
by General Assembly Resolution A/RES/47/191 asnatfanal commission with 53 members of the UN
Economic and Social Council, in follow up to a regnendation in Chapter 38 of Agenda 21. CSD was
tasked with ensuring the effective follow-up of tearth Summit. It is also responsible for enhancing
international cooperation and rationalizing thergbvernmental decision-making capacity for the
integration of environment and development iss@G&D's has through its multi year programme of work
focused on monitoring and reporting on implementatf the Earth Summit agreements at the local,
national, regional and international levels. CSBparred for the Five-Yed&eview of the 1992 Earth
Summit, which took the form of the 19th Special$es of the General Assembly. CSD is supported by
the UN Department of Social and Economic Affair&®A) through its Division on Sustainable
Development.

58. The CSD also served as the Preparatory Committeteéddahird decadal review, the World
Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), helhadnesburg in 2002 which agreed on the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation. The sumnutettslorsed the Cartagena Package on international
environmental governantepreviously adopted by UNEP’s GC/GMEFbut the issue of universal
membership of UNEP Governing Council was referedNGA™. The package was the agreed outcome
of a review initiated in 2000 by the first meetiofgthe GMEF on the requirements for a greatly
strengthened institutional structure for internagilbenvironmental governance (IEG).

35 Resolution UNGA/53/242 (based on the recommendsititom the United Nations Task Force on Environnaewl
Human Settlements).

36 The 1982 special session of the UNEP Governingn€ibuonsidered the first ten years of the impletatian of the
Stockholm Action Plan for the Environment and oiogties and institutional arrangements for the 098

37 The United Nations Conference on Environment aadelbpment (Earth Summit) (1992)

38 Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa, 26 August—4 Septe2B@2
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.1l.Ard corrigendum), chap. |, resolution 2, annexptdraXl, entitled
“Institutional framework for sustainable developrtieparagraph 140, subparagraph (d).

39 UNEP/SS.VII/1 (2002)

4% The General Assembly, by its resolution 61/208@December 2006, decided to consider, if neces@yssue of

universal membership of the Governing Council/Gld¥amisterial Environment Forum of UNEP at its gixourth session,

while noting the differences in views expressedhat important but complex issue.
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59. The 2005 World Summit, among other things, alsaeskkd the IEG issues and agreed to
explore the possibility of a more coherent inskitoél framework to addreshe need for more efficient
environmental activities within the United NatidhsThis led to the initiation by the president of th
UNGA in 2006 of the Informal Consultative Processtioe Institutional Framework for the United Naton
Environmental Activities. In February 2009 the Cba@s indicated that “while agreement on a consainsu
decision might be possible, a consensus documeutdvigely fail to add value to existing decisioos
could even risk to fall behind improvements decidedther intergovernmental fora, in particulatiie
context of UNEP Governing Council/lGMEF". They reaoended to all interested parties “to make best
use of upcoming intergovernmental meetings to rarsaized on the matté?” This in turn led the UNEP
Governing Council to establish a Consultative GrofiMinisters or High-level Representatives to pres
a set of options on improving international enviramtal governance to the eleventh special sessithe o
GC/GMEF.

60. The High-Level Conference on World Food Securitje Thallenges of Climate Change and
Bioenergy convened by FAO in Rome in June 2008estad the fundamental question of how to increase
the resilience of present food production systesrehtllenges posed by climate change, ensuringalatu
resources preservation and maintaining biodiver3ibe final declaration supported the “establishian
agriculture systems and the sustainable forest geanant practices that positively contribute to the
mitigation of climate change and ecological baldn8émilarly, in November 2009, Heads of States and
Governments assembles in Rome for the World SuromKEood Security committed to “implement
sustainable practices, including responsible figiseimproved resource use, protection of the envirent,
conservation of the natural resource base and erlarse of ecosystem services”.

61. The UNGA considers, as a standing matter, repoote tUNEP’s Governing Council, the CSD
and the Rio conventions which are presented té\#sembly through the Economic and Social Council of
the United Nations (ECOSOC). It also considerg agnding matter, issues pertaining to oceanspfaw
the sea and sustainable fisheries. In 1999, the@kAssembly decided to establish the United Nistio
Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Ocaadshe Law of the Sea (the Consultative Process) i
order to facilitate the annual review by the Geh&ssembly.The International Oceanographic
Commission of UNESCO and FAO's Committee on Figlsegire central to this work. It is in this context
also that the UNGA is considering the modalities @égular process for global reporting and assestsm
of the state of the marine environment referreih tthapter Il B.

62. Another international policy organ is the Commissim Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture. The Commission strives to reach ingional consensus on policies and action progranimes
ensure the conservation and sustainable utilizatigenetic resources for food and agricultureyel the
fair and equitable sharing of benefits derived fritigir use. The Commission provides an
intergovernmental forum for negotiations of intefaaal policies on genetic resources for food and
agriculture. At the request of the Commission,@ebal Plan of Action for the Conservation and
Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resoufoes-ood and Agriculture is currently being reviehgy
FAO in the light of the findings of the Second Repm the State of the World's Plant Genetic Resesir
for Food and Agriculture. The Commission, at itgtrigession (2011), is expected to adopt the upddate
Global Plan of Action. It might also be notewortimat the "authorizing environment" of the GPA-PG& h
changed with the direct reference to it in Artitk of the International Treaty on Plant GeneticdReses
for Food and Agriculture. A related instrumenthis Global Plan of Action for Animal Genetic Resasc
(2007) of FAO. The UN system has established a murobsoft law instruments of a non-binding nature.
Sometimes these instruments evolve into bindingexgents as was the case for the International
Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources the ravisiavhich resulted in the FAO International Treaty
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agricultiéher examples of UN soft law instruments are the
Global Programme of Action for the Protection af larine Environment from Land-based Activities
(GPA) (1995) managed by UNEP or the FAO Code ofdbehfor Responsible Fisheries, which is
voluntary, but partly based on relevant rules téiinational law, including those reflected in Udite
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

63. In October 2000, ECOSOC in its Resolution 2000/&algished the United Nations Forum on
Forests (UNFF), a subsidiary body with the maireobye to promote “... the management, conservation
and sustainable development of all types of forastbto strengthen long-term political commitmenttis
end...”based on the Rio Declaration, the Forest Bvies, and Chapter 11 of Agenda 21. The Seventh
Session of the Forum adopted the landmark Non-Legahding Instrument on All Types of Forests on 28
April 2007. The Collaborative Partnership on Fasd§&IPF) was established in April 2001, following th
recommendation of ECOSOC. This innovative partripreh14 major forest-related international
organizations, institutions and convention secratsrseeks to support the work of the UNFF and its
member countries and to foster increased cooperatid coordination on forestEhe CPF is chaired by
FAO and its secretariat is provided by UNFF.

4! |bid., para. 169.
42 UNEP/GC.25/INF/35
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64. International environmental governance is purshedugh many intergovernmental platforms
with different mandates and thematic focus. Thétipal rationale for the establishment of two sulisiy
bodies tasked with overseeing the implementatiat@®environment and development agenda by the
UNGA, namely UNEP GC and CSD, has been subjeatveral studie. Their relative strengths have
varied over the years and the effectiveness of botties has, at times, been questioned. While their
mandates are approaching the environment-developmesns from somewhat different perspectives, the
national focal points in many countries for the taaxlies remain the same. Cooperation with other
intergovernmental bodies is a standing topic urdesideration by both UNEP GC and CSD. This offers
opportunities for promoting enhanced cooperatich @mplementarity between these two and other
bodies. With 44 UN agencies currently on the baakgaged in environment, the number of governing
bodies of international agencies or secretariaigiging guidance to the UN system is corresponging|
large. While this reflects a desired movement talsanainstreaming of environment across the system,
also challenges the coherence internally in thesyfem as well as the coherence of governmentigslic
across these governing bodies.

65. The recent developments in the area of internatiooaperation have centred on the further
development of international law in particular &atdressing issues related to climate change, l@oglty
and chemicals as referred to in chapter Il A abdveese latest development in the UN system is
responding to the need for a more effective depkaynof resources in order to address unprecedented
environmental change at all levels and its potégtigegative implications for economic and social
development, especially for the poor and vulnergb&eips in society. The developments are resportding
a call for a coherent and better coordinated ampré@the use of meetings, bodies and secretaltats.
reflects an urge not only to avoid an excessiveki@ad on member states at the international |dwuel,
also to free up resources that could be orientedrtds technology support and capacity-building at
national level.

C. Mainstreaming environment into other relevant policy areas
66. The strong linkages between environment and dewsop were clearly expressed already at
the lead up to the Stockholm conference. A senfie&d 1979 in Founex, Switzerland in 1971has been
considered as a particular important defining manfienboth Stockholm and the ensuing environmeut an
development discourse. Here, it was made cleartidtonmental problems had to be addressed through
development which involved trade-offs between défé concerns, and that there was a need for a
“widening of the development concept” to includedent social and human problerfis'The need for
integration of the environmental, social and ecoiecatimensions of development at both national and
international level has been further enhanced bwision put forward by the Brundtland Commission
(1987), the subsequent establishment of the Cononiss Sustainable Development (1992) and the
establishment of the Millennium Development Goan7environmental sustainability (2000).

67. In spite of increased attention to sustainable ligweent, the world is now facing
unprecedented levels of environmental change, ofoshich are predicted to become even more severe i
the current development patterns continue. Theaagds have potentially adverse implications for
economic and social development, especially fopibar and vulnerable groups in society. The
mainstreaming of environmental risks — such asaténthange and degradation of ecosystem services —
and opportunities — such as use of ecosystem sarviinto sectoral policies and strategies habeen
adequate enough to address the underlying drivessvironmental change. This is due to the scakhef
challenge and a mix of factors related to amontigrs the inherent inertia towards cooperationstbe
institutional silos of a sectoralised society, toenplexity and fragmentation of environmental igtons,
the failure of markets to reflect the value of eomimental risks and opportunities, and the demandin
trade-offs between different interests and concerseciety. New opportunities for mainstreaming ar
however emerging.

68. Economics is the currency of decision-making reipaydrade-offs between different intra- and
inter-generational aspects of human well-being Wiaie associated with environmental risks and
opportunities. Efforts to improve the understandifithe monetary value of these risks and oppoiiesi?
may assist society in identifying new win-win sitioas across sectors. A shift toward a green ecgnom
through investments in addressing environmentahgbaan generate economic wealth and job-creation
which safeguard and enhance human well-being. Mle@mental institutional pillar of sustainable
development is through the efforts of supportinghsa shift striving towards a mainstreaming of exoit
and social considerations into its own policies prajrammes.

3 See amongst others “From Stockholm to Johannesinddpeyond: The evolution of the internationateysfor
sustainable development governance and its implitslt, Lars Goran Engfeldt, The Government OfficeéSweden
(2009)

44 as footnote above

45 See the Stern Review Report on Economics of Céritange
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69. Investments at the global, regional, national awéll levels to achieve sustainable development
and to take timely action to prevent, mitigate addpt to unprecedented environmental change offer
opportunities for addressing the nature and sdaleeomultiple global crises related to food, engrg
freshwater and finance and for transitioning taeeg economs” In its recent resolution 63/303 the United
Nations General Assembly endorsed the outcome decuadopted at the Conference on the World
Financial and Economic Crisis and its Impact on &epment, which concluded that the response to the
global financial crisis presented an opportunitptomote green economy initiatives. Similarly, aenet
interagency statement provided that a shift towardseen economy could create dynamic new indgstrie
quality jobs and income growth while mitigating aadhpting to climate change and arresting biodityers
decline. It called for greater investment of stimafunds in such sectors as energy efficient teoigies,
renewable energies, public transportation systemstainable agriculture, environmentally friendiyrism
and the sustainable management of natural resqunodsding ecosystems and biodiversity. It alsested
that many developing countries would require finahsupport in this endeavour and called for fiscal
reforms, a review of trade and further investmargducation, training and capacity-builditg.

70. There is now a need to substantiate and broadescthomic case for short- and long-term
investment in the environment. UNEP is therefoneently working with partners, including partners
within the United Nations system, on a report thigitmake the economic case for a green economyewhi
providing policymakers and other stakeholders withrmation on the important role of the governmient
the march towards such an economy. UNEP is als&ingmith partners on a report on the economics of
biodiversity and ecosysteri$Such reports will along with others support cutrefforts by individual
agencies and joint efforts such as those by thé Kigel Committee on Programmes on the global firedn
crisis and its impact on the work of the United iNias system. An interagency initiative on the “Gree
economy” which goes beyond the crisis responsksslaunched within the EMG and in UNDG (see sub
chapter VII A).

71. Promotion of sustainable consumption and produdt8®P) is a key strategic approach to
integration of environmental considerations inteelepment cooperation and economic activities. It
requires a fundamental rethinking of the way séesgproduce, use, and dispose of products which has
been subject to consideration by CSD since 1998.Jbannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPOI) calls
for the development of “a 10-year framework of pesgmes in support of regional and national iniiesi
to accelerate the shift towards SCP.” Relatediy) the Marrakech Process is a global effort torpte
progress on the implementation of SCP organizeDIB$A’s Division for Sustainable Development and
UNEP. Regarding cleaner production, coordinatiomasnly facilitated by UNEP and UNIDO which
jointly manage the National Cleaner Production @n{NCPC) Programme in collaboration with other
partners. These efforts are further described meadl and include the work of International Pafuel
Sustainable Resource Management described in sptecHiB.

72. Public awareness raising, gender dimensions ofemviental management, and training and
education are increasingly subject of joint effantshe UN system. Participatory processes havévedat
all levels including within the UN as spearheadgdhe CSD and its cooperation with major groups43.
Other examples include the UN Global Compact and&EBN Civil Society Forum, as well as the
Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development (SARfative, facilitated by FAO, with a view to
provide a multi-stakeholder umbrella framework tbagages civil society, governments and
intergovernmental organizations in a joint effarimake rapid progress toward achievement of thendage
21 vision for SARD.

73. Although achievements have been made in greenioigoesies and social behaviour, they have
not kept up with the pace of the accelerating emvitental change including climate change, degranati
of ecosystem services, and the release of cheniitalthe environment. Mainstreaming of environnaént
concerns into the development agenda and econanivtias requires collaborative efforts across tiple
sectors. - It remains a substantial challenge lfaegtors. To be successful, mainstreaming effoetsd to
be led and owned by the institutions where the stegaming has to take place, including in the
instruments they lead, such as national and sécerv@lopment plans. National and international
environment institutions need to facilitate maieatning through systemic and sustained internal
coordination and support efforts aiming at makingieonmental knowledge and expertise available for
those institutions engaged in mainstreaming. Suppart includes assisting in making the economit an
social case for addressing environmental changar@mmental institutions need to be predictable and
trusted partners in areas such as trade, povéetyiaion, energy, transport, industry, and primary
production, including mining, forestry, and agricue, and need to organize themselves accordingly.
Mainstreaming is knowledge and human resource $iterand further progress depends on advances in

¢ See the discussion paper: “Globalization and tivirenment — global crises: national chaos?” (UNE@/25/16) and
Governing Council decision SS.X/5, paragraph 5.

4T Interagency statement of 25 June 2009 entitle@&GEconomy: A Transformation to Address Multiptés€s”,
http://www.unep.org/pdf/pressreleases/Green_Econdpigt_Statement.pdf.

48 See the interim report at http://www.unep.orgémeconomy/docs/TEEB_English.pdf.
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strengthening multi-scaled science-policy interthpeocesses and knowledge infrastructures. Further
progress at international level may also beneditfimore coherent intergovernmental guidance and
enhanced crosscutting strategic and cooperatiamgements in the UN. Finally, mainstreaming of
environmental concerns into the development asgisttamework represents challenges but even noore s
opportunities which are dealt with in the next deap

IV. Ensuring a responsive and cohesive approach tmeeting country
needs

74. The need for capacity-building was a key concereaaly in 1972. UNEP has, over the years,
contributed to capacity-building through its pragrae of work as funded by the Environment Fund, by
partnering with other institutions and by servirsgaam implementing agency for GEF. The main velimle
ensuring environmental coherence and coherendeipdverty-environment nexus in the UN at the
country level is interagency coordination by UN @ty Teams in support of countries’ own development
aspiration. A number of UN system entities are mgd in capacity-building and technology suppart, i
particular through the provision of financial suppas described in chapter VI below. UNDP is playin
lead role and providing the bulk of institutionalpacity development at the national and sub-natienal
through its primary mandate in capacity developmi@studing for environmental sustainability, in
particular as part of the provision of financiapport. Provision of capacity-building and technglog
support are also achieved through training, enhaeoé of centres of excellence; promotion and supgfor
South-South cooperation; exchanges of best practiod lessons learned; and development of paripsrsh
and networks.

75. The need to strengthen and coordinate capacitghbgiiin the field of the environment was
brought to the front of UNEP’s priorities throudietlEG process and the adoption of the Bali Stiateg
Plan on Capacity-building and Technology Suppo8RBin 2005. The plan takes into account activities
undertaken across the UN system, including by ME&etariats as well as by international financial
institutions, relevant partners at regional andgdional levels, bilateral donors, NGOs and thegte
sector and encourages all agencies in the UN systéake the Plan into account while planning tlosn
technology support and capacity-building effortte TUNGA has repeatedly stressed the need to further
advance and fully implement the BSP, and in itslig®n 63/220 it invited the UN system to mainatre
the plan into their overall activities. The fullcagnition of the BSP as a system-wide plan mayribaeced
through a revision of the Plan to project a focnghe UN system as a whole in a contemporary contex
and to strengthen the ownership of the plan adres§/N.

A. National level
76. The Bali Strategic Plan identified generic capatityiding and technology support needs
including: Strengthening of national and regiomalisonmental or environment-related institutions
(government institutions, judiciary, enforcememgyelopment of national environmental law; assigtan
for facilitating compliance with and enforcementafifligations under multilateral environmental
agreements and implementation of environmental cimemts; preparation, integration and
implementation of environmental aspects of naticoustainable development plans; facilitating actess
and support for environmentally sound technologied corresponding know-how; education and
awareness raising, including networking among usities with programmes of excellence in the fiefd
the environment; promotion of sustainable consuompgéind production patterns, including support for
cleaner production centres; and development of gemdinstreaming strategies in environmental pedici

77. The plan made an explicit reference to the outcoofiése intergovernmental consultation on
strengthening the scientific base of UNEP, helMairobi on 14 and 15 January 2004 (as described in
document UNEP/GCSS.VIII/5/Add.4), which specify@mber of important capacity-building needs.
These include the need to strengthen national d#gsafor data collection, research, analysis, rraririg
and integrated environmental assessment; develapstitutional capacities, staff training and sugigor
appropriate and adaptable technologies and metbgidsl; support for assessments of environmentaéss
of regional and subregional importance and forassgessment and early warning of emerging
environmental issues; support for scientific exgemand for the establishment of environmental and
inter-disciplinary information networks; and prorwoot of coherent partnership approaches.

78. Given the specific circumstances of the differesirtries concerned, each country needs to
identify its own needs in capacity-building andheaclogy support in order to meet its environmental
priorities. As identified in chapter 34 of Agendh, 2ntitled “Transfer of environmentally sound
technology, cooperation and capacity-building”, iemvmentally sound technologies and corresponding
capacity-building needs encompass a broad rangswés, from which each country might identify
elements suitable to its needs in achieving enwiremtal objectives of sustainable development. The
multilateral system is assisting national Governtsi¢n develop practical arrangements, taking ictmant
national and, where applicable, GEF-UNDP self assests geared towards transforming the needs of
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each country into a set of strategic priorities #relmeans to respond to them. Close cooperatioveba
UNEP, UNDP, GEF and the secretariats of MEAs ig®tal in order to effectively meeting this chalien

79. At the national level, UN Country Teams (UNCTs)g@®.t in 136 countries and serving all of
the 180 countries where there are UN programmaelitdée coordinated development support of the UN
system. The UNCT is composed of designated reptatbess of the agencies accredited to a given cgunt
(resident as well as non-resident) under the lesdileof the UN Resident Coordinator (RC), who &oal
the designated representative of the UN Secretanel. The main purpose of the UNCTSs is for
individual agencies to plan and work together as glethe Resident Coordinator system to delivegthle
results in support of the development agenda oftwernment. Country teams are responsible for the
RC/UNCT work plan and for development, implememtat@nd monitoring of the UN Development
Assistance Framework (UNDAF). In 2007, “Deliveriag One” pilot projects were initiated in eight
countries?’ The pilot countries agreed to work with the UNcépitalize on the strengths and comparative
advantages of the different members of the UN fanfibgether they are experimenting with ways to
increase the UN system’s impact through more cotigm®dgrammes, reduced transaction costs for
governments, and lower overhead costs for the WHiegy. The Delivering as One initiative is a refiect
upon, among other things, the Paris Declaratio®%2@nd the Accra Agenda for Action (2008) in which
developed and developing countries underscoredehd for aid/development effectiveness through
country ownership, harmonization and alignment.

80. Environmental sustainability is one of the fivermiples that guide the development of
UNDAFs by UNCT. Consequently, and responding to aeds from UNCTs, a Task Team under UNDG
co-chaired by UNDP and UNEP in 2009 prepared a &wd Note on Mainstreaming Environmental
Sustainability into Country Assessments and the BRDA complementing Guidance Note on Integrating
Climate Change Concerns in Country Assessmentsh@ndNDAF has been finalized in 2010. The
purpose of these guidance notes in to enable UNEMslp countries identify their needs in the fiefd
climate change and environment and to reflect a@sitpriorities in these areas in the overall stssice of
the UN. Reporting on these issues are part of #m@dent Coordinator Annual Report (RCAR) and also
included in the annual synthesis report summaritiege reports. A database is being developedeby th
Secretariat of UNDG to pull data from the RCARa® these issues.

81. A separate survey of climate change activitiehework of UNCT's was conducted by the
UNDG Task Team in 2008-2089 24 UNCTSs responded to the survey, which revetilatimany capacity
building efforts, especially linked to policy degpment and implementation, appear to be linked with
supporting countries’ obligations under the exigtiegal frameworks, such as reporting requiremehtke
UNFCCC. Planning and implementation of climate dgmmitigation activities in support of the Clean
Development Mechanism; UN-REDD, energy efficiendgan energy development and renewable
energies; transportation, and related technolayyster and development are some examples of such
United Nations country activities. The study alearfd examples of support for country compliancéwit
treaty obligations, such as those under the UNF@@&Cother Rio Conventions (UNCBD and UNCCD).
The study also demonstrated some examples of UN@@stively working together in a coordinated and
integrated fashion towards “Delivering as One” imate change. This is especially the case in tefie
where 16 United Nations agencies are working towaedivering as one under the United Nations Cguntr
Programme for Papua New Guinea and under the UNDAthe Pacific sub-region; in China where nine
agencies are working together with their 10 governhtounterparts under a common climate change
framework; and in Cape Verde where nine agenciafribote to the common goal of reducing
vulnerability and climate change.

82. UNDG's increased focus on environment and climét@nge is a response to the challenges
that remain on how to effectively integrate envir@ntal collaboration and coordination in the woflkhe
UN at the national level. This challenge refletis thallenges many countries are facing in artimgda
their needs in the field of environment, in sustagrthese needs with environmental data and séienti
knowledge, and in integrating such needs and tigsrin their national development plans. But &oal
reflects the fact that the capacity of UNCT’s irvieanment as well as more broadly is overstretdmed
many competing demands. In addition, the expedis¢NEP as well as the expertise of the small and
highly specialized convention secretariats hasatiffies to be brought to bear at the country lebetause
of the way the normative environment work of the [dMurrently organized at the global and regional
level and the transaction costs that are assocwtadgroviding relevant knowledge and expertisaiaas
such as assessments, science and environmentalirdataindividual basis. In later years, UNEP has
increasingly been engaging itself at the countvgllein Delivering as One countries and beyond.

83. The UNDP-UNEP Poverty Environment Initiative isoént programme to help countries
develop their capacity to “mainstream” poverty-eamment linkages into national development planning
processes, such as Poverty Reduction Strategy $épREPs) and MDG Achievement Strategies, as well

49 pilot countries include Albania, Cape Verde, Mobaque, Pakistan, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uruguay, andN&aen.

50 http://www.undg.org/docs/10587/UNDG-Study-on-Cliedthange. pdf
UNEP/CGIEG.2/INF/2
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as budgets and using, inter alia, economic assegsmokenvironmental assets to make the case. Based
experience and lessons learned from assisting Btidesi in Africa and Asia a decision was made 62
scale up efforts in a new 5 year programme undéchwéfforts are expanded to other countries indsri
Asia, , Latin America and Europe. Today, PEI israienal in 22 countries. On the ground, UNDP’s
country offices work on PEI with country countergsar mainly planning and finance ministries —
supported and backed up by UNDP’s and UNEP’s regioantres and the joint UNDP-UNEP Poverty
Environment Facility in Nairobi.

84. Since the start of the new millennium, the world hatnessed over 35 major conflicts and
some 2,500 disasters. Over two billion people Hzaen affected, and millions have lost their livést

only do these tragic events destroy infrastructcaeise population displacement and fundamentally
undermine human security, they also compound ppwerd tear apart the fabric of sustainable
development. UNEP seeks to minimize environmeht@dts to human well-being from the environmental
causes and consequences of conflicts and disaatershrough the Disasters and Conflicts programme,
UNEP provides four core services to Member St&est-crisis environmental assessments; Post-crisis
environmental recovery; Environmental cooperatamd Disaster risk reduction. The UN has also
established the Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Urig{) as its core mechanism for the mobilization and
coordination of the international response to emvinental emergencies. Work is also undertaken déy th
UN secretariat for the International Strategy fasaster Risk reduction (UN/ISDB)which aims at

building communities resilient to disasters, indhglenvironmental disasters, through the implentema

of the Hyogo Framework for ActiGh

B. Regional level
85. Most of the large UN bodies have regional officdsols are engaged in environment-related
activities, such as UNDP, UNEP, WHO, FAO, and tlegiRnal Economic Commissions. Regional level
coordination of environmental activities often oin the context of ministerial environmental
conferences which regularly take place in sevetdlrelgions. UN organizations support these miniateri
processes by providing secretariat functions. WHINEP supports ministerial conferences in Afrideg t
secretariats of the regional economic commissiappart ministerial environmental processes in Asid
the Pacific (ESCAP), Europe (UNECE), Latin Amerarad the Caribbean (ECLAC), and West Asia
(ESCWA).

86. The regional ministerial processes provide a vdtiapportunity to exchange information and
coordinate activities including for promotion of 8b-South cooperation. Regional and subregional
strategies are defined by regional and subregioodies, such as the New Partnership for Africa’s
Development (NEPAD), the Latin American and Cardubénitiative for Sustainable Development (ILAC)
and the “Environment for Europe” process. The ‘Eoniment for Europe’ process, for example, is a
partnership of the member States within the UNE&#tan, organizations of the UN system represented i
the region (UNEP, UNDP, World Bank, WHO), otherirgovernmental organizations (OECD, EBRD),

the European Commission, regional environment esptron-governmental organizations, and other major
groups, with ministerial conferences taking placerg 4-5 years.

87. The UN Regional Directors Teams are an importahtobe to facilitate UN system-wide
coherence at regional level, but some challengiss iexfacilitating effective regional coordinatiom
particular at the level of implementation. For exden the geographical coverage and membershipeof th
regional offices of UN bodies is not fully consistee.g. in the case of the UN and WHO regions.
Furthermore, in some cases, regional headquartetsaated in different locations. Finally, regibna
development banks, which often have robust enviemtal management programmes, are not always fully
integrated with UN system action on the environment

V.  Securing sufficient, predictable and coherent fading

88. When UNEP was created in 1972, two sources of &imgnwere put in place: firstly,
contributions from the UN regular budget for seariit costs and, secondly, the establishment of an
Environment Fund to cover UN wide operational pemgme costs, including for support and
administrative. However, the regular budget allmres soon turned out to be insufficient to cover th
secretariat’s costs so they were partly coverethbyrund, and the resources for the Fund werefiniuft
to finance the system in the manner envisagedadirehen other agencies had themselves earmarked
resources to environment related activities andeghiesources have naturally increased with expgndin
levels of activities and the establishment of newarstariats, divisions and units. Also, additicfuads,

®1 adopted by United Nations Member States in 20@0ispwned by local, national, regional and intéiorel

organizations (A/RES/54/597, AIRES/56/195)

%2 The Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building thesilience of Nations and Communities to Disastelso(referred to
as the Hyogo “Framework for Action"adopted by the World Conference on Disaster Ramtuethich was held in January
2005 in Kobe, Hyogo, Japan,
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new economic instruments and new markets have edeigce then. It is, today, difficult to assess th
total amount of resources which is invested in emunental activities at normative and operatiorgél in
the UN system not the least because the environimenth an essential and integrated component of
development. Proposals have been made thoughdastiablishment of a financial tracking system of
environmental funds in the UN system along thesliokthe tracking system that has been establishtre:
humanitarian field.

A. Funds
89. The Environment Fund was created to “enable thee@ong Council of UNEP to fulfil its
policy-guidance role for the direction and coordiioa of environmental activities” as well as for
“financing such programmes of general interesegsnal and global monitoring, assessment, and data
collecting systems, including, as appropriate, £ést national counterparts; the improvement of
environmental quality management, environmentaassh; information exchange and dissemination;
public education and training; assistance for,amati, regional and global environmental instituiptihe
promotion of environmental research and studieshferdevelopment of industrial and other techn@sgi
best suited to a policy of economic growth, comgativith adequate environmental safeguards; ankl suc
other programmes the Governing Council may decpuFor the biennium 2010-2011 the annual
appropriation from the Environment Fund is US$90iam, while the total annual projected use of
resources including also regular budget, trust $iamal earmarked contributions by UNEP is US$217
million.

90. For nearly 20 years the Environment Fund was the foad financing environmental activities
and support to developing countries. Amidst grondogcerns that the environmental agenda were under
funded some countries in the 80-ties proposed ¢ém @pdevelopment window in the fund, but the prapos
did not receive sufficient suppott.

91. However, in October 1991 the Global Environmentiligavas established as a US$1 billion
pilot program in the World Bank to assist in thetpction of the global environment and to promote
environmentally sustainable development. The GEHlavprovide new and additional grants and
concessional funding to cover the "incrementaladditional costs associated with transforming gegto
with national benefits into one with global envinsental benefits. In 1994 GEF was restructured and
moved out of the World Bank system. The World Beekains the Trustee of the GEF trust fund and
provide administrative services. The GEF has evblu& a unique partnership between the UN and the
Bretton Woods institutions. The restructuring erdeghthe involvement of developing countries in the
decision-making process and ensured their leadilegim the development and implementation of GEF
projects.

92. As part of the restructuring, the GEF was entrusteasecome the financial mechanism for both
the UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) attte UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCC). In partnership with the Montreal Protoobthe Vienna Convention on Ozone Layer Depleting
Substances, the GEF started funding projects tiadile the Russian Federation and nations in Eastern
Europe and Central Asia to phase out their useofie destroying chemicals. The GEF subsequently was
also selected to serve as a financial mechanisitwimmore international conventions: The Stockholm
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (2@0t) the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (2003). The GEF assists countmeseeting their obligations under the conventidras t

they have signed and ratified. These conventiodsMIBAS provide guidance to the two governing bodies
of the GEF: the GEF Council and the GEF Assembhe GEF is also associated with many global and
regional MEAs that deal with international watergransboundary water systems.

93. The United Nations Development Program (UNDP),Uined Nations Environment Program
(UNEP) and the World Bank were the three initiattpars implementing GEF projects and they contitoue
be the three Implementing Agencies of the GEF. Bewere agencies joined the GEF family over the
years: The Food and Agriculture Organization (FABg, Inter-American Development Bank (IaDB), the
United Nations Industrial Development OrganizafoiNIDO), the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the
African Development Bank (AfDB), the European BdokReconstruction and Development (EBRD), and
the International Fund for Agricultural DevelopméhRAD).

94. GEF is the largest funder of projects to improwe global environment. It provides grants for
projects related to six focal areas: biodivergitynate change, international waters, land degradathe
ozone layer, and persistent organic pollutantx&sik991, GEF has provided US$8.6 billion in gramd
leveraging US$36.1 billion in co-financing for ov&#00 projects in more than 165 counttfes 2002, 32
donor countries pledged US$3 billion to fund opierat through 2006. At the Fourth GEF Assembly in
2006, an additional US$3.13 billion was committ€de Fifth replenishment of GEF will be approved at
the GEF Assembly which will take place at the ehi¥lay 2010.

%3 “From Stockholm to Johannesburg and beyond: Théugwn of the international system for sustainatieelopment
governance and its implications”, Lars Goran ErdjfeThe Government Offices of Sweden (2009)
>4 Search the GEF database for project informatichdmtuments.
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95. UNDP currently delivers approximately US$ 250 roitliper year of GEF funds to countries to
support the strengthening of national, sub-naticsadl regional institutional and financial capasti As of
April 2010, UNDP's GEF-supported portfolio stoodbaer US$ 13.3 billion (including US$ 3.5 billion i
GEF grants). The strategic focus of UNDP’s supisotb help countries put in place the policy,
institutional and financial frameworks that willlpedrive private investment flows towards
environmentally sustainable solutions. In additidhNDP provides over US$ 37 million per year to mor
than 1,000 community level projects in 119 cousttl@ough the Small Grants Programme

(SGP). Additional resources are also leveragealtin a number of other programmes including the
Territorial Approach to Climate Change (TACC), ahd Africa Adaptation Programme (AAP).

96. The Multilateral Fund was established by a decisibthe Second Meeting of the Parties to the
Montreal Protocol (London, June 1990) and begaaptration in 1991. The main objective of the
Multilateral Fund is to assist developing countayties to the Montreal Protocol whose annual ppitaa
consumption and production of ozone depleting sutzsts (ODS) is less than 0.3 kg to comply with the
control measures of the Protocol. Currently, 14éhef196 Parties to the Montreal Protocol meetehes
criteria. They are referred to as Article 5 cowegriContributions to the Multilateral Fund from the
industrialized countries, or non-Article 5 coungiiare assessed according to the UN scale of assess

97. The Fund has been replenished seven times: US$BHENNG1991-1993), US$455 million
(1994-1996), US$466 million (1997-1999), US$440limil (2000-2002), US $474 million (2003-2005),
US$400.4 million (2006-2008) and US$400 million @262011). The total budget for the 2009-2011
triennium is US$490 million: US$73.9 million of thiudget is from the 2006-2008 triennium and US$16.
million will be provided from interest accruing tioe Multilateral Fund during the 2009-2011 triermiuvAs

at July 2009 the contributions made to the Mukifat Fund by some 49 industrialized countries (idiig
Countries with Economies in Transition or CEIT ctigs) totalled over US$2.5 billion. The Fund is
managed by an Executive Committee assisted byuhd Becretariat provided by UNEP. Projects and
activities supported by the Fund are implementeébby international implementing agencies the MLF:
UNDP, UNEP, UNIDO and the World Bank.

98. The UN Multi Donor Trust Funds (MDTP9have increasingly been used to provide funding for
environment and climate change through joint UNnegefunds at the global and national level sucthas
MDG Achievement Fund (59 countries eligible), thid BEDD Programme (currently operating in 9
countries), and the One UN country funds (operaliom23 countries). The MDTF system is governed by
UNDG and administered by the UNDP MDTF Office acting to UNDP'’s financial rules and regulations.
Each individual fund has its own steering committeeposed by all partners. The overall purposéef t
MDTF system is to support UN reform by leveragin Blgency expertise through a single entry point, to
ensure transparency and accountability, and tolemeitnerships.

99. The World Bank provides lending to environmental aatural resource management (ENRM)
activities are increasingly being integrated irgoteral (agriculture, water sanitation, urban,)gicojects.

As much as 85 percent of the Bank's ENRM projeo¢scairrently being managed by non-environmental
sectors in the Bank, indicating the extent of emwnental mainstreaming. As of mid-fiscal year 206ed

of December, 2009), the World Bank had approvedrdfects with ENRM content amounting to US$1.7
billion in commitments. On average, ENRM activitlesve accounted for about 8.3 percent of total new
Bank lending over the past five years. As of mitél year 2009, the total active portfolio of podgewith
ENRM activities amounts to US$12.1 billion—repretieg about 10.5 percent of the total Bank portfolio
Of this, the core ENRM portfolio (projects with neathan 65 percent ENRM content) amounts to US$4.3
billion in commitments?

100. Over the past few years, the international comnyumats developed a vast array of public
policies, public finance mechanisms and market-th&sgtruments to shift investments from fossil fued
more climate-friendly alternatives. As a resuly@éstments in the sustainable energy market haergr
from US$ 22 billion in 2002 to US$155 billion in @8 and could reach US$ 400-500 hillion by

2020. Unfortunately, only a limited number of dexghg countries are benefiting from these new
financing opportunities as their existing marketem fail to attract investments in lower carbom an
sustainable land use projects. For example, andydountries are expected to generate over 8@&peaf
CDM credits by 2012. Almost half of these creaiif come from non-CO2 industrial gas emissions -
such as HFC23 destruction and N20 emissions captheg are characterized by a high return on
investment but have very limited co-developmentdfién

Economic instruments
101. Used properly, economic instruments provide macketections, promote production
efficiency or cost minimization, and facilitate ible responses to changing circumstances. Theyehn

%% http://mdtf.undp.org/

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0, g@ntMDK:20036126~menuPK:34480~pagePK:36694~piPK:
116742~print:Y~theSitePK:4607,00.html
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economic development to foster environmental ptaie@nd vice versa. A combination of market-based
mechanisms and regulatory structures is often meéldee cap-and-trade model, in the case of carbon
emissions, is an example of a regulatory framewefining overall emission limits before a markat fo
emission credits can be established.

102. The central feature of the Kyoto Protocol is itguigement that countries limit or reduce their
greenhouse gas emissions. By setting such tagatssion reductions took on economic value. To help
countries meet their emission targets, and to elageuthe private sector and developing countries to
contribute to emission reduction efforts, negotisiaf the Protocol included three market-based
mechanisms — Emissions Trading, the Clean Develapiechanism (CDM) and Joint Implementation.
The CDM allows emission-reduction (or emission reaipprojects in developing countries to earn
certified emission reduction (CER) credits, eachieajent to one tonne of CO2. These CERs can loedra
and sold, and used by industrialized countries¢etra part of their emission reduction targets vt
Kyoto Protocol.

103. The mechanism stimulates sustainable developmehemssion reductions, while giving
industrialized countries some flexibility in howethmeet their emission reduction targets. The ptsje
under the CDM must qualify through a rigorous anblfr registration and issuance process designed to
ensure real, measurable and verifiable emissionctexhs that are additional to what would have oczl
without the project. The mechanism is overseerhbyGDM Executive Board, answerable ultimately ® th
countries that have ratified the Kyoto Protocol.

104. In order to be considered for registration, a projeust first be approved by the Designated
National Authorities (DNA). Operational since theginning of 2006, the mechanism has registered more
than 1,000 projects and is anticipated to produeR£amounting to more than 2.7 billion tonnes o2CO
equivalent in the first commitment period of thedy Protocol, 2008—-2012. The mechanism is the first
global, environmental investment and credit schefrits kind, providing a standardized instrument fo
offsetting emissions.

105. According to the World Bartk the overall carbon market continued to grow in@@@aching a
total transaction value of about US$126 billion@4sllion) at the end of the year, doubling its ZO@lue.
Approximately US$92 billion (€63 billion) of thisverall value is accounted for by transactions of
allowances and derivatives under the EU Emissioasifig Scheme (EU ETS) for compliance, risk
management, arbitrage, raising cash and profittagurposes. The second largest segment of thercarb
market was the secondary market for certified eimiseeductions (CERS), which is a financial mankéh
spot, futures and options transactions in exce&sS826 billion, or €18 billion, representing a fifed
increase in both value and volume of that of 2Q07ike transactions in the primary market thesddsado
not directly result in emission reductions.

106. A relatively new approach called payments for emwmnental or ecosystem services (PES)
attempts to address the overexploitation of ecesysf abandonment of forests due to lack of prafitab

or unwise management by rewarding the individuats @mmunities that secure the supply of ecosystem
services; the beneficiaries must pay for the ses/tbemselves. Three main markets are emerging for
payments for ecosystem servites

107. (@) Watershed management, which may include coofridbods, erosion, access to
nutrients, sedimentation and quality water, as @aglinaintenance of aquatic habitats and dry sdtses;
108. (b) Biodiversity protection, which includes eco4ddd products, ecotourism and
payments for conservation of wildlife habitat;

109. (c) Carbon sequestration, in which, for examplegrimational buyers pay to plant new
trees to absorb carbon, or take measures to aefidas$tation to offset carbon emissions elsewhere.
110. FAO’s SARD-Mountain project (2005-2010) worked sfieally on improving livelihoods of

mountain people by applying the 1992 Earth Summiitciples of sustainable agriculture and rural
development, including prospects for Payment foribmmental Services. Currently, this project hasiip
expanded to cover “Remuneration of Positive Extétes’ (RPE) in all agroecosystems (2010-13), vadth
view to develop tools for decision-makers on pekicand instruments for rural goods and services. Th
consultative process of this project will target fireparations and discussions to be held witldrcdmtext

of the UN Conference on Sustainable DevelopmentG8N), to be held in Brazil in 2012 (also referred t
as “Rio+20"). The project will build on lessonsiead through the SARD-M project and other initiagy
such as the FAO project on the Roles of AgriculinrBevelopment (2000-2006) and FAO'’s State of Food
and Agriculture’s publication on Payment for Envingental Services (SOFA, 2007). It will also draw th

57 http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTCARBONFINABResources/State_and_Trends_of_the_Carbon_Mafia9- 2
FINALb.pdf

%8 Global Environment Outlook 4 (GEO 4), Environméottdevelopment, Summary for Decision Makers (UNER7)
(http://www.unep.org/geo/geod/media/)
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VI.

experience of developed countries and more spatiifithe European Union and its Common Agricultural
Policy on agri-environmental measures as well &S pjects around the world.

111. A prominent example of the emerging carbon seqagstr market is the United Nations
Collaborative Programme on Reducing Emissions fleforestation and Forest Degradation in
Developing Countries (UN-REDD Programme). It iim{ effort between FAO, UNDP and UNEP to
create a financial value for the carbon storednedts, offering incentives for developing courstie
reduce emissions from forested lands and invdstwrcarbon paths to sustainable development. “REDD+
goes beyond deforestation and forest degradati@hireludes the role of conservation, sustainable
management of forests and enhancement of fordspicatocks. The Programme assists developing
countries in preparing and implementing nationaDRE strategies, and builds on the convening power
and expertise of the three agencies. Its Policy@®bas approved a total of US$42.6 million for ¢ighthe
Programme'’s nine initial member countries. Whilerent funding is programmed for its nine pilot
countries, the Programme has also welcomed 13othdre observers to its Policy Board, and hasngive
them access to many other benefits, such as netvgonsarticipation in regional workshops and knadge
sharing, facilitated by the Programme’s interactiwéine workspace. The Programme brings together
technical teams from around the world to help deyweinalyses and guidelines on issues such as
measurement, reporting and verification (MRV) oftmm emissions and flows, ensuring that forests
continue to provide multiple benefits for livelid®and the environment, and supporting the engageme
of Indigenous Peoples and Civil Society at all etagf the design and implementation of REDD+
strategies. The UN-REDD Programme also seeks td bansensus and knowledge about REDD+, as a
contribution to the negotiation of a post-2012 e@tsmchange agreement.

112. The Copenhagen Accord suggests funding needs & Billbn per year by 2020 to address the
needs of developing countries for climate changé&ation and adaptation, with the funds coming from
“public and private, bilateral and multilateralcinding alternative, sources of finance”. Thegess of
identifying the potential sources of climate chafigance has already started. Developed countiepart

of the Copenhagen Accord, have made a commitme$B@billion “fast-start” funding for the period
2010-2012. Climate change finance is unlikely tmedrom a single source of finance, with more tB@n
international public funds, 60 carbon markets a)@d® private equity funds already providing green
finance.

Achieving effectiveness, efficiency and cohenee within the UN
system

113. Effectiveness, efficiency and coherence withinltie system is in principle achieved through a
mix of system-wide measures. The intergovernmengsures are considered in chapter I, the firsnci
measures in chapter V, and the knowledge managemesrtures in chapter Il. The current chapters
explores the evolution and state of interagencydioation measures on environment and the environme
development nexus. Interagency coordination was ase central pillar in the follow up to the Stockn
Conference in 1972. Efficient programme coordimatmong UN agencies and the economic commissions
was to be assured through the Environment FundrenBnvironment Coordination Board. The board was
chaired by the Executive Director of UNEP. It wadkender the auspices and within the framework ef th
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACEand reported annually to the Governing Councik In
restructuring of the UN system in 1977, howevee, tiNGA in decision 32/197 assigned the functions of
the Environment Coordination Board and other siniti@matic coordination mechanisms to the ACC.

114. The disappearance of Environment Coordination Béaddo the establishment by UNEP of a
system of designated officials. An initiative aimetdproviding guidance to the UN system was theeSys
Wide Medium-Term Environment Programmes (SWIMTEM)ich was approved by UNEP Governing
Council for the periods of 1984 — 1989 and 199®951 The Joint Inspection Unit (JIU) in its Manageth
Review of Environmental Governariéevithin the UN system makes reference to an ackedgément of
the strategy by the ACC as a “useful instrumentaidmpilation of activities and as a coordinatiog in
the field of environment”.

115. The establishment of the EMG by UNGA resolutionRES/53/242) in 1999 can be seen as a
re-establishment of a separate environmental coatioh mechanism in the UN. It was established with
the “purpose of enhancing inter-agency coordinaiticthe field of environment and human settlements”
The concept of the EMG had been recommended t8¢hestary-General by his designated Task Force on
Environment and Human Settlements in 1998. Thebstement of the EMG was part of a broader suite of
measures included in the resolution to enhancereahand coordinated action within the UN systesn, a
recommended by the Secretary-General in his repoBEnvironment and Human Settlements (A/53/463).

59 UNGA resolution 2997 (1972) part IV
60 JIU/REP/2008/3, Management Review of Environme@@ernance
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116. Overall coordination in the UN takes place under @hief Executives Board for Coordination
(CEB), chaired by the Secretary General. Envirortaleelevant coordination activities directly undiee
CEB include climate change, water oceans and en&igg is not formally part of the CEB, but works as
illustrated below in close cooperation with the CEBaddition there are as illustrated in annexrimber
of additional collaborative efforts on environmémthe UN system. These efforts are widespreacut
hoc in nature, in particular at the national level.

A. The Environment Management Group
117. Members of the EMG comprise the specialized agenpi®grammes, and organs of the UN
system, including the secretariats of multilatermlironmental agreements (MEAs), as well as thét@ne
Woods institutions and the World Trade Organizafioh differs slightly in its membership from CEB
membership, as it also includes MEA secretariastié?pation of non-UN partners in the EMG is pbési
through its Issue Management Groups (IMGs) andipageetings by invitation of the EMG Chair.

118. The EMG ToRs were endorsed by the Administrativen@ittee on Coordination (ACC) in
19992, following a process of consultation carried oytive Inter-Agency Committee on Sustainable
Development (IACSDY. The ToRs call for the EMG to be a flexible medkemto facilitate a timely
identification of emerging issues and to integlatewledge available in the UN system. They refemtio
specific responsibilities of the Group. First, &G should provide an “effective, coordinated atexible
UN system response for important and emerging s&ssuthrough an issue management approach”.

119. The ToRs specify a two-tiered structure for the EM®e first tier is a senior-level decision-
making body, the EMG, which usually meets onceygar. It is chaired by the Executive Director of
UNEP and consists of senior-level officials frommieer organizations of the Group. The second tier
includes the establishment by the EMG of time-boand issue specific Issue Management Groups
(IMGs). Meetings of the EMG are, inter alia, usednitiate consultations on specific issues; essabhs
appropriate, IMGs; decide on the mandate and timeré of IMGs; receive and approve reports of IMGs
and give directions to their further work and agoeemodalities for reporting to intergovernmentatia
other inter-agency bodies.

120. The Executive Director is working with membersleé EMG to revive the system-wide
environmental cooperation. The"Senior Officials meeting of the EMG 23 Septemb@d2for the first
time approved an EMG work plan for the next 12 rherdgs recommended by the Office of Internal
Oversight Servicés. The plan is organized according to three categast environmental issues:
sustainable management issues, programmatic iasigegperational issues. Within this planning
framework the EMG agreed to consolidate the worthefIMG on a climate neutral United Nations anel th
IMG on sustainable procurement under a single INiGwstainable management in the United Nations
system. It also gave guidance to the IMG for sysedde inputs to the formulation of the post-2010
biodiversity targets and established an IMG on ld&udthermore, it agreed to engage in the estabbst

of an IMG which would, within the context of globahvironmental change, work on joint and consistent
messaging on measures needed to support the ivartsita “green economy” and assess how the UN
system can more coherently support countries inmgatke transition to a “green economy”. Finallyet
EMG initiated a consultation with members, the EdiNations Development Group (UNDG) and the
High-level Committee on Management (HLCM) on opsidar the scope of and modalities for the
development of a possible United Nations systenmewipproach to environmental and social safeguards.

121. Environmental and social safeguards aim at settimymum standards for making sure that
such concerns are taken on board and addresseddghbisions are made at various levels. Apart from
ensuring a “do no harm” and maybe a more proaetpgoach when they are applied, safeguards at an
institutional level also serve to mainstream envinental and social concerns provided that the saces
accountability is ensured at an institutional lev&lUN system-wide approach to safeguards would
furthermore serve to enhance coherence acrosystens Currently environmental and social safegsiard
vary across the UN system with various examplesafdguards at an institutional level as well as at
individual programme/project level. Examples of taker are the safeguards developed for programmes
such as UN REDD and MDG Carbon. The variation ctflelifferent needs as well as different levels of
awareness of these issues across the system. Howgtbethe UN increasingly moving towards
Delivering as One, the need for a more harmonippdaach has become obvious. To ensure accounyabilit

51 A summary of the environmental mandate/activiiesach EMG member is provided in Annex 1.

62 The precursor to today’s Chief Executives B4&#B).

63 The functions of IACSD have now been incorpatatdo the High-level Committee on Coordination Rfogramme

(HLCP) of CEB.

o4 Evaluation by the Office of Internal Oversightr8ees of implementation by the Environment Managetn
Group secretariat of the Secretary-General's comemt to move the United Nations toward climate raity, page 33
(http://www.unemg.org/MeetingsDocuments/EMGSenidicflsMeetings/2009/ReferenceDocuments/tabid/1aBtua
gelen-US/Default.aspx).
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environmental and social safeguards will need ttobmally adopted by all UN agencies once a
system/wide approach has been identified througlottgoing efforts of EMG.

122. The EMG with its 44 members (see annex |) reprasgninique compilation of environmental
expertise, competence and capacity across the Sfdray This capacity is a resource in ensuringttieat

UN system adapts to environmental change and pgétnon social and economic development. EMG may
also be taken into account in considerations afmenendation 7 of the JIU repStto develop a joint
system-wide planning framework for the managemadt@oordination of environmental activities as was
done in the United Nations response coordinatetth®yhief Executives Board for Coordination and
presented in a note by the Secretary Gefferal

123. While the Environment Coordination Board, and sagbsaitly the EMG was working under the
auspices of and within the framework of ACC, the &M currently not recognised by the CEB as a
subsidiary body. However, in practical terms the@&bboperates with the CEB and its subsidiary bodies
on issues such as climate neutrality and sustanaioicurement. The EMG is embedded and functions
within a web of interagency mechanisms which cdath strategic and specific aspects of sustainable
development and environmental management collabarand coordination within the UN system,
including mechanisms at the global, regional, aaiibnal levels.

B. Environmental coordination by the Chief Executives Board for Coordination (CEB)
124. The UN CEB is the highest level inter-agency camatihng mechanism in the UN system and a
“successor” of the former Administrative Committae Coordination (ACC). CEB members comprise the
Executive Heads of the Specialized Agencies, FuPdsgrammes, International Monetary Fund (IMF), and
World Bank. The UN Secretariat is represented bByShcretary General, and the UN Department of
Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA) provides adisirative support to the CEB secretariat. The CEB
is important because it formally includes the Sakxed Agencies and the World Bank and IMF (unlike
UN Development Group where the Specialized Agenjoiesvoluntarily).While the UN Secretariat is
represented by the Secretary General, the heatkpaftments are not present. One of the Executive
Secretaries of the Regional Commissions is usimiyed to represent all five Regional Commissiofise
CEB meets twice a year in plenary and has theviatig three sub-committees: the High Level Commétee
on Programmes (HLCP), the High Level Committee amigement (HLCM) and the United Nations
Development Group (UNDG). It is chaired by the 3@ &eports to the UN Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) in an annual report. In addition to itgular reviews of contemporary political issues argjor
concerns facing the UN system, the CEB approvesypstatements on behalf of the UN system as a
whole.

125. As part of the commitment of the Secretary-Generébster a One UN approach in the area of
climate change, the CEB established in 2007, utigeHigh Level Committee on Programme (HLCP) a
Working Group on Climate Change. In response ttiwrities identified under the UNFCCC negotiation
process, and in pursuance of the broader mandadesapacities in the UN system, the CEB identiiad
established inter-agency working groups for fiveaarto enhance UN system coordination, namely:
Finance (Mitigation, Adaptation), Adaptation, Teclogy Transfer, Capacity Building, and Reducing
Emissions from Deforestation and Forest DegradgRiEDD). In addition a number of cross-cutting tpi
were identified and addressed through working gsotfi. CP has also initiated a Joint Crisis Initiag8v

(JCI) where UNEP serves as the lead for JCI clubtar the “Green economy”.

126. The United Nations Development Group (UNDG) waslelighed in 1997and later became a
sub-committee of the CEB to deliver more coherefigctive and efficient support to countries segkin
attain internationally agreed development goalduiting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs} It
members include Funds and Programmes of the UNJkh&ecretariat Departments as well as, on a
voluntary basis, the Specialised Agencies. UNDQsdeminly with operational activities for developnte
such as the implementation of the Triennial Comgnsive Policy Review (TCPR), the development of
guidelines for the UN Development Assistance FraoteWlUNDAF), as well as support to the Resident
Coordinator system and the UN country teams. UNDenivership has grown to 32, plus five obser{érs.
UNDG meets at least three times yearly and de@dédssues related to country level coordination
including the United Nations Development AssistaRcmework (UNDAF), and the Multi Donor Trust
Fund system. Environmental sustainability is on¢hefguiding principles of the UNDAF and in 2009lan
2010 UNDG issued guidance notes for UN Country Teand implementing partners on mainstreaming
environmental sustainability and climate changtheCountry Analysis and the UNDAF.

85 JIU/REP/2008/3, Management Review of Environme@@ernance
http://www.unemg.org/MeetingsDocuments/EMG SeniorfsMeetings/2009/ReferenceDocuments/tabid/138tliag
e/en-US/Default.aspx.

57 For further details, please seevw.undg.org
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VII.

127. The CEB oversees specific inter-agency collaboeagivangements to deal with water and
sanitation (UN-Water), energy (UN-Energy), oceamd eoastal areas (UN-Oceans), and consumption and
production. These mechanisms were establishe@(8,2vhen the CEB adopted a set of approaches and
guidelines to orient the system’s follow-up to iWerld Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD).
The aim of relevant action was to strengthen systéde support for the implementation of WSSD
outcomes and integrate them into the follow-up psses for other relevant UN conferences. The
secretariat functions for the above mechanismgrmnéded by UNDESA (for further details see alsoex

It

128. Coordination mechanisms outside the CEB includeEtkecutive Committee of Economic and
Social Affairs (ECESA), the Executive CommitteeReace and Security (ECPS), the Executive
Committee on Humanitarian Affairs (ECFIA), and tbl Evaluation Group (UNEG), the Inter-Agency
Standing Committee (IASC), (which involves key Uhdanon-UN humanitarian Partners). Their work is
also relevant environmental activities within thBl bh practical efforts to address threats to humvah-
being from the environmental causes and conseqearia®nflicts and disasters (see sub chapter V A).

Coordinating Mechanisms for Thematic Areas of Environmental Management
129. In addition to the CEB (and its subordinate bodiesprdinating mechanisms, both formal and
informal, exist which cover thematic areas of eonimental management (see also annex Il). The
Executive Director of UNEP, for example, converfes éxecutive heads of the UNEP administered MEAs
through the UNEP MEA Management Team and also iresothe executive heads in an annual UNEP
retreat. In the area of biodiversity under the &geha Protocol on Biosafety to the Biodiversity
Convention, governments established a formal meéshato coordinate biosafety capacity development
activities, which involves UN organizations as wadlrepresentatives from member states. In thecdrea
chemicals management, the Inter-Organisation Pnogya for the Sound Management of Chemicals
(IOMC) serves as the principal mechanism for itiitig, facilitating, and coordinating internatioradtion
to achieve the WSSD 2020 goal for sound manageofeftemicals. IOMC is a formal coordinating
mechanism with an MoA signed by the heads of agsnafi all participating organizations.

130. Clustering of the chemical conventions has beenlfiput on the agenda by governments as
described in subchapter Il A. Another candidateclastering is the biodiversity related convengon
Efforts may build on the work of the Biodiversityaison Group was established between the head® of t
secretariats of the conventions in 2002 to enhanberence and cooperation in implementation okitke
biodiversity-related conventions(see also annex Il)

131. In addition, mechanisms exist which facilitate atination and cooperaticacross thematic
areas. The Joint Liaison Group for the three Riav@ations serves as an informal forum which exckang
information and explores opportunities for synetigiactivities across the three Rio Conventionsdéin

the UNECE Convention on Access to Information, RuBhrticipation in Decision-making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convertian information clearinghouse has been set up and
regular meetings are organized by the secretariaicilitate coordinating of capacity-building adties of
UN and non-UN actors under the Convention.

Macro level gaps and opportunities

132. The current analysis demonstrates that virtualrgkey functional aspect of international
environmental governance are deeply integrateddatdbuted in the UN system. The system has grown
organically as a function of international coopimtturn of events, and lessons learned from ssg®
and failures. The system is a reflection of natigmi@rests as they relate to development, securéglth,
economic interests and social relations at allllevés past and future evolution involve complexestions
of historical responsibilities for environmentalgdadation, of national sovereignty versus global
commitments, of common but differentiated respaiisés in a world which is constantly changing
geopolitically and which is becoming increasinglgllised.

133. There are gaps in the way the functions of the t&gme are performed. A consideration of
such gaps at least at the macro level may fadlitsa¢ process of identifying and further develomptions
for both incremental and broader IEG reforms. Tighést order gap is that the efficiency of the eatr
IEG system will be tested faced with acceleratingimnmental change including climate change,
degradation of ecosystem services, and the retdadeemicals into the environment. These changes ha
potentially adverse implications for economic andial development, especially for the poor and
vulnerable groups in society. A more effective nsai@aming of the management of environmental risks
such as climate change and degradation of ecosysarites — and opportunities — such as use of
ecosystem services — into sectoral policies aradegjies and strategies can help abate those adverse
impacts while at the same time stimulating greesnemic growth and job creation.

134. In addition, the following macro state and gaps lsareuced from the current analysis with
regard to the objectives and associated functions:
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(@) Creating a strong, credible and accessible science base and policy interface: State: Many
institutional data and assessment mechanisms;aentargovernmental advisory bodies; some
intergovernmental assessme@aps: lack of developing country capacity; need for beitiéeroperability
and availability of data; inadequate overall goegrre of the science policy interface;

(b) Developing a global authoritative and responsive voice for environmental sustainability;
State: High number of treaties with largely aspirationammitments; several intergovernmental bodies
tasked with agenda setting; environment on the @geh many policy sector&aps: alarming gap
between commitment and action; inadequate enviratwahevelopment integration; competing
intergovernmental bodies for overall norm-setting;

(c) Achieving effectiveness, efficiency and coherence within the United Nations system; State:
Several intergovernmental and interagency cooritindiodies; some intergovernmental bodies for ngvie
of effectiveness; several arrangements for MEA adstriation.Gaps: inadequate policy and programme
coordination; lack of systematic review of effeetiess; no overall approach to administration of MEA

(d)  Securing sufficient, predictable and coherent funding State: Several multilateral funds for
different purposes; some markets for environmesgalicesGaps: no overall financiatracking system;
weak links between governance of commitments anvemgance of funds; inadequate overall governance
of funding system; and

(e) Ensuring a responsive and cohesive approach to meeting country needs State: Several
capacity building mechanisms; some financial supp@chanisms; a few technology transfer mechanisms.
Gaps: Level of support does not match needs of devetppountries; inadequate integration into
development assistance; inadequate overall goveenafnsupport system..

135. The UN system, represented by the members of th& Edéde annex 1), collectively constitutes
a unique compilation of institutional capacity mdressing environmental change. The role as ticiti

of a UN system-wide coordinated approach to thérenment and development nexus which so rightly
was identified when UNEP was established, can ngdobe played by UNEP alone. New and nested sets
of partnerships within the system can be forgedh wits role in mind. Work in the UN can be orgauize
more effectively such as through the use of infdiomeand communication technologies to achieve
economies of scale and improve institutional reeite, innovation and adaptability. Ultimately, pabl
institutions such as the UN need to more effecyiget the framework conditions for actions by préva
sector, households and individuals that can heljpess the impact of environmental change on human
well-being.
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Annex 1: Environmental Profile of EMG Members

The environmental mandate/activities of each EMGnimer as of 2008 are briefly outlined belShEMG
members are organised according to the followinggmies:

. UN Secretariat 32

. Regional Commissions 32

UN Funds and Programmes 33
Other UN Entities 34
Research and Training Institutes 35
. Specialized Agencies 35

. Convention Secretariats 37

. Related Organizations 39

ONOUAWNE

®8 Additional details can be found atww.unemg.org/members/index.php
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1. UN Secretariat

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Aéirs, Division for Sustainable Development
(UNDESA/DSD), www.un.org/esa/sustdev

UNDESA/DSD promotes sustainable development asstifistantive secretariat to the CSD and through
technical cooperation and capacity-building at rimi¢ional, regional, and national levels. It presd
coordinated support for the implementation of Age2d, the Programme for the further implementation
of Agenda 21, the Barbados Programme of Action tfee Sustainable Development of SIDS, the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPOI), andwargrammes and decisions adopted by the CSD.

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), ochaonline.un.org

OCHA mobilizes and coordinates effective and ppteal humanitarian action in partnership with nagion
and international actors. It also plays a roledienitifying, monitoring, and providing technical apalicy
support both before and after a crisis, and effettiresponding to environmental emergencies. et J
UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit serves as the integraiétlemergency response mechanism to countries
facing environmental emergencies and natural disastith significant environmental impacts.

2. Regional Commissions

The five UN Regional Commissions provide intergowveental frameworks for regional cooperation to stssi
countries in promoting economic and social develeptrand addressing sustainable development ishes.
Regional Commissions have unique convening poweorganizing ministerial conferences and high level
meetings to further the implementation of regioaatl global sustainable development action plansutir
policy dialogues.

Economic and Social Commission for Africa (ECA)www.uneca.org

Consistent with the NEPAD framework, activities discon the following four priorities: Strengthening
strategies and programmes for integrated wateruress management; Improving land resources
management; Harnessing science and technology dstaisable development; and Assessing and
monitoring progress on the implementation of theSBSutcomes.

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE)www.unece.org

ECE services five environmental Conventions andPidocols to them; services the tripartite Trangpor
Health and Environment process together with th& H€ansport Division and WHO/Euro; and provides
the secretariat services to the ‘Environment forope’ Ministerial process and to the regional fallap

to the WSSD.

Economic and Social Commission for Latin America ad the Caribbean (ECLAC), www.eclac.cl

The work of ECLAC in the area of environment andnlam settlements is articulated in four areas:
Evaluation of sustainability in Latin America antetCaribbean; Public policies and pursuit of a glob
environmental agenda; Economy and environmentPanwrty and the environment.

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pdic (ESCAP), www.unescap.org

ESCAP’s environmental activities focus primarily. @oordinating and monitoring the implementation of
the Regional Action Programme for Environmentallyu8d and Sustainable Development, 2001-2005,
JPOI, the Phnom Penh Regional Platform on Sustkriaévelopment for Asia and the Pacific, and other
recommendations of the Ministerial Conference omitenment and Development in Asia and the Pacific;
Reviewing the regional implementation of relevarternational conventions; Promoting the integratbn
environmental considerations into economic andasqaanning; Developing and implementing strategic
environmental plans and sustainable developmeritdtats; Promoting the increased involvement of
stakeholders in achieving sustainable developmealsg Serving as a focal point for the coordinatidn
natural disaster reduction; and Strengthening #pacity of member and associate member countries to
achieve sustainable energy development.

Economic and Social Commission for West Asia (ESCWAwww.escwa.org.lb

Environmental issues recently addressed by ESCVeAudie: Enforcement of environmental legislations;
Evaluation of environmental impact assessments HD&velopment of guidelines for harmonized EIA;
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3.

National Sustainable Development Strategies andoAcPlans; Institutional capacities to upgrade
environmental monitoring systems; Public accessreironmental information for public participation;
State of implementation in the fields of water,it#tion and human settlements, climate change,aand

pollution; Environment in the transboundary contémt the ESCWA region; and Governance for
sustainable development.

UN Funds and Programmes

United Nations Conference on Trade and DevelopmelftUNCTAD), www.unctad.org

Established in 1964, UNCTAD promotes the developnfieendly integration of developing countries into
the world economy, through functioning as a foruon intergovernmental deliberations; undertaking
research, policy analysis, and data collection; gmaviding technical assistance. UNCTAD’s
environmental activities include: Environmental deoand services; MEAs (conceptual and ad-hoc
agreements, Basel, Montreal, POPs, etc.); Orgagitcidture; Traditional knowledge; REACH and
chemicals; Gender and environment; Biotrade; Claratiange; POPs; Clean Development Mechanism;
Standards and trade; Environmental requirementsrertlet access; Services from ecosystems anddelate
economic instruments; Economic instruments and MBAsstainable tourism, eco-tourism, fair trade,-eco
labelling; and Research, policy-advice, capacitieling, training and technical cooperation on above
mentioned topics.

United Nations Development Programme (UNDR)www.undp.org

UNDP is the global development network, presentl®6 countries, and host to the Resident
Coordinator’'s Network and the UN Multi Donor Trustnd Office. UNDP’s Administrator chairs the
United Nations Development Group. UNDP is an orgatdn advocating for change and connecting
countries to knowledge, experience and resourcdselo people build a better life. Environment and
energy is one of the four areas of work in UNDPtisatggic Plan (2008-2013). Activities are organiied
four pillars: Mainstreaming, climate change adaptgtlocal solutions, and financing and comprisies
such as frameworks and strategies for sustainadleldpment including sub-national low carbon and
climate resilient strategies , water governanceese to sustainable energy sustainable land mamagem
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, ¢arbon policy and planning to control emissiohs
ozone depleting substances, sound management wficdle, climate change adaptation and mitigation,
including through reduced emissions from deforémtatand degradation, Poverty and Environment
Initiative (PEI), capacity development, mainstreagngender, gender and climate change, and community
based approaches to sustainable development, inglatimate change.

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) www.unep.org

UNEP provides leadership and encourages partneiishiparing for the environment by inspiring,
informing, and enabling nations and peoples to awertheir quality of life without compromising thet
future generations. Within the framework of the medterm strategy UNEP will focus its efforts dugin

the biennium 2010-2011 on six cross-cutting theengtiorities, namely, climate change; disasters and
conflicts; ecosystem management; environmental garee; harmful substances and hazardous waste;
and resource efficiency and sustainable consumptimhproduction. The programme will be implemented
by a matrix approach through the existing UNEPgioris: Early warning and assessment; Environmental
policy development and law; Technology, industrnyg &conomics; Environmental policy implementation;
Regional cooperation; Environmental conventionst @&EF coordination.

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) www.unfpa.org

UNFPA promotes the right of every woman, man, amittido enjoy a life of health and equal opportynit
and supports countries in using population datapfaicies and programmes to reduce poverty and to
ensure that every pregnancy is wanted, every rdafe, every young person is free of HIV/AIDSdan
every girl and woman is treated with dignity andpect. UNFPA’s environmental activities include:
Policy dialogue, planning, and research relatingptpulation, poverty, environment, and sustainable
development; Providing support for institutionalpaaity-building to improve data collection, anaysi
research, and dissemination; and Promoting populaind sustainable development information,
education, and advocacy.

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), www.unicef.org

UNICEF advocates for the protection of childrenights, to help meet their basic needs and to expand
their opportunities to reach their full potentiaNICEF's environmental activities include: Promgfin
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enabling environments to ensure the effectivenesd sustainability of all water and sanitation
programmes; Community and household water secwitgter, sanitation, and education focusing on
improving the health of school children; and Wated sanitation in emergencies.

United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABTAT), www.unhabitat.org

UN-HABITAT is mandated by UNGA to promote socialynd environmentally sustainable towns and
cities with the goal of providing adequate sheliterall. Within UN-HABITAT four main sub programmes
can be identified: Shelter and Sustainable Humattleggents Development; Monitoring the Habitat
Agenda; Regional and Technical Cooperation; anadridimg Human Settlements. Particularly in the area
of environment, UN-HABITAT assists local authorgieon basic urban services, such as waste
management, water, sanitation; sustainable urbdiilibyaand transportation issues; and urban povanty
environment nexus through capacity building, prowgdechnical advice, guidelines, tools, etc.

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHR), www.unhcr.org

UNHCR was established in 1950 by UNGA to lead aoaordinate international action to protect refugees
and resolve refugee problems worldwide. UNHCR'simmental activities include: Site planning and
settlement establishment; Water and sanitationpf@sfation; Household energy conservation; Sudténa
agriculture; Environmental education and awaremaissng; Soil and water conservation; Environmental
friendly shelter construction; Livestock and anirhakbandry; and Environmental assessment, morgtorin
and evaluation.

World Food Program (WFP), www.wfp.org

As the food aid arm of the UN, WFP uses its foodneet emergency needs and support economic and
social development. It also provides the logisBopport necessary to effectively provide food aid a
works to put hunger at the centre of the intermati@genda, promoting policies, strategies, andatioas

that directly benefit the poor and hungry. WFP heslertaken a number of initiatives to address
environmental concerns in both its relief and depelent interventions including: Incorporating the
consideration of environmental issues in its progre design manual; Presenting a paper to the
Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes (Céi\sustainable development; Adopting as much
as possible various procedures and measures ensistally introduce sound environmental practices

its operations; and Helping poor communities adeypsgtainable coping strategies and by addressing
environmental concerns in relief and development.

4. Other UN Entities
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights ((HCHR), www.ohchr.org

OHCHR has a unique mandate from the internatiooalmunity to promote and protect all human rights.
OHCHR works on issues related to human rights @mgponent of sustainable development and conducts
work in the field of MDGs and poverty. OHCHR proggl assistance to the Special Rapporteur of the
Commission on Human Rights on the adverse effecthepillicit movement and dumping of toxic and
dangerous products and wastes on the enjoymentroéh rights, and conducts research on the linkages
between human rights and sustainable development.

United Nations University (UNU), www.unu.edu

UNU contributes, through research and capacitydingl, to efforts to resolve the pressing globabpems
that are a concern of the UN, its peoples, and Menshates. UNU focuses on the interactions between
human activities and the natural environment amir timplications for sustainable human development.
The basic issues of human survival, developmerd, \aelfare are at the core of the themes covered.
Environmental activities include: Management of gita ecosystems; Water crises; Sustainable
urbanization; Environmental governance and inforomatand Holistic view of environmental transitions
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5.

Research and Training Institutes

United Nations Institute for Training and Research(UNITAR) , www.unitar.org

6.

UNITAR was established in 1965 as an autonomouy lvathin the UN with the purpose of enhancing
the effectiveness of the Organization through appate training and research. UNITAR’s Environménta
Programmes are committed to assisting the developofesustainable institutional, technical, and lamm
resource capacities; raising awareness; incredsiogvledge; and improving communication in partner
countries and organizations. Six environmental sustainable development-related areas are involved:
Chemicals and waste management; Environmental gawee and democracy; Climate change,
Decentralized cooperation; Environmental law; amfdrimation society frameworks.

Specialized Agencies

Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), www.fao.org

FAQO’s mandate is to raise levels of nutrition, impe agricultural productivity, better the livesrafal
populations, and contribute to the growth of theld/economy. FAO’s Natural Resources Management
and Environment Department provides leadershifyriieal and policy advice and knowledge towards the
sustainable use of the earth’s natural resoureesl (Wwater, genetic resources and biodiversitypraved
responses to global environmental challenges affgébod and agriculture, such as climate change an
land degradation; assessment of opportunities halletiges of bioenergy; and development of ecoldgic
approaches to food security, including organicadtire and the green economy. FAQ’s Agriculturd an
Consumer Protection Department strives to stremghed systems in termsf nutrition, food safety,
sustainable intensification of production and aggoistries. The Economic and Social Department &gus
on food security, economic development and tradkegamder and rural employmeRAQO’s Forestry
Department focuses on sustainable forest managenwnding forest resource assessment, best
silvicultural practices, forest degradation andaesion, protection of forests against pests g f

forests and climate change, forests, water andar@sotection, forests and wildlife, forest govanae,
forests industries and forest communication. Ttehéliies and Aquaculture Department performs also
important environmental functions in relation totewological events, pollution, the impact of captar
culture on the resource and the ecosystem apptodidheries.

International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) , www.icao.int

ICAO, as the global forum for civil aviation, airs achieve safe, secure, and sustainable develdphen
civil aviation through cooperation amongst its memBtates. ICAO’s environmental activities include:
Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs) foafainoise and engine emissions certification;
Noise abatement operational procedures; Land-usenplg and management; Operation restrictions to
minimize aircraft noise; Fuel efficiency; Aircrafivise scenarios; Aircraft emissions scenarios; raftc
noise modeling; Aircraft emissions modeling; Aiftraoise charges policies; Local air quality; Marke
based options to reduce emissions including lotafj@ality emissions charges, emissions tradingl an
voluntary agreements to reduce emissions; Aviasiomipact on the upper atmosphere; Climate change;
Ozone depletion; and Health issues related toaditroperations.

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IF AD), www.ifad.org

IFAD is dedicated to eradicating rural poverty imvdloping countries, focusing on country-specific
solutions, which can involve increasing rural pgoeoples’ access to financial services, markets,
technology, land, and other natural resources. |IRABs a sustainable livelihoods approach (SLA) to
improve understanding of the livelihoods of pooojple.

International Labour Organisation (ILO) , www.ilo.org

ILO is dedicated to bringing decent work and lifaeldbds, job-related security, and better living dtads

to the people of both poor and rich countries, bymmwting rights at work, encouraging opportunities
decent employment, enhancing social protection, stnéngthening dialogue on work-related issues.
Activities of ILO’s SafeWork programme seek to adwa four goals: Preventive policies and programmes
are developed to protect workers in hazardous @téups and sectors; Effective protection is extenide
vulnerable groups of workers falling outside thepse of traditional protective measures; Governments
and employers’ and workers’ organizations are bettpiipped to address problems of workers’ well-
being, occupational health care, and the qualitwoiking life; and The social and economic impatt o
improving workers’ protection is documented andggized by policy- and decision-makers.
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International Maritime Organisation (IMO) , www.imo.org

IMO’s mandate is to promote safe, secure, environtally sound, efficient, and sustainable shipping.
IMQ’s vision is to reduce to the barest minimumth# adverse environment effect from shipping tgirou
cooperation. Within its environmental mandate, IMf@as developed and adopted 21 international
instruments to address marine pollution arisingmfroternational shipping. In addition, a range of
mandatory and voluntary Guidelines and Codes haea bleveloped and adopted to provide international
standards for the safe transport, storage, andlihgndf harmful substances. IMO has Secretariat
responsibilities for such instruments and regufegj@and regularly reviews and updates these. Mereo
IMO is extensively using a widely recognised toml &€nvironmental protection, Marine Protected Areas
Special Areas, under MARPOL and Particularly SéresiSea Area (PSSAs). These are key instruments
for an effective implementation of IMO regulatomafmework as they are flexible horizontal tools that
enable the enforcement of more stringent regulatiaccording to the ecological, socio—economic and
scientific characteristics of the area.

International Telecommunications Union (ITU), www.itu.int

ITU is the leading UN agency for information andrguunication technologies, which spans three core
sectors: radiocommunication, standardization, aenaelbpment. ITU’s activities assist member states t
implement national strategies for sustainable dgprakent by facilitating: Access to remote sensing
technologies and communications networks permitemeifective monitoring, resource management,
mitigation of environmental risks; Increased acdegswareness of sustainable development strategies
areas such as agriculture, sanitation and wateragement, mining, etc.; Greater transparency and
monitoring of environmental abuses/enforcementwirenmental regulations; and Facilitating knowledg
exchange and networking among policy-makers, gracérs, and advocacy groups.

United Nations Educational Scientific and CulturalOrganisation (UNESCO) www.unesco.org

UNESCO provides a forum for designing and coordiratregional and global scientific programmes,
assessing and synthesizing scientific informatimmuse by member governments, and building scientif
and technological capacities in support of its ppogmes. A wide range of environmental issues are
addressed through a series of UNESCO programmiesnktional Hydrological Programme (IHP); World
Water Assessment Programme; Programme on the Maresg®f Human Transformations (MOST); Man
and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme; International siBa Sciences Programme (IBSP);
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission; Intéonal Geoscience Programme; and Natural
Disaster Reduction Programme.

United Nations Industrial Development Organisation(UNIDO), www.unido.org

UNIDQ’s vision is to reduce poverty in countriesthvideveloping and transition economies through
sustainable industrial growth. Its work aims to @mte the diffusion and transfer of environmentatynd
technologies (EST), through: Investment and teabmolpromotion, quality and productivity, small
business development, energy and different secta@lvities; and Environmental and energy
management. Environmental activities include: Impdatation of Montreal Protocol; Implementation of
Stockholm Convention and chemicals management; n€te&@roduction Centre Programme; Energy-
related services; Water Management Programme; aagtéAManagement Programme.

Universal Postal Union (UPU) www.upu.int

Established in 1874, UPU is the primary forum fooperation between postal-sector players and helps
ensure a truly universal network of up-to-date picdd and services. UPU’s Task Force “Environment an
Sustainable Development” 2005-2008 work programmetudes: Gathering feedback from national postal
services in order to understand their vision, axtjoand policy regarding sustainable development;
Updating the Guide “Postal services and the enwimt”; Developing a tool-kit for self-diagnosis of
postal services; Implementing a public awarenesspe#gn of postal services and their employees en th
benefits implementing sustainable development psjicOrganising an international conference on
environment and sustainable development for naltippatal services in 2006; Continuing cooperation
with UNEP; Continuing cooperation with the Groupntironment” of PostEurop; and Planning and
conducting a 2008 international audit on the sostsle development practices of the national postal
services of UPU member states.

World Tourism Organisation (WTO) , www.world-tourism.org

WTO is the leading international organization ie ffeld of tourism, serving as a global forum foutism
policy issues and a practical source of tourismwkhow. Environmental activities include: The
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Sustainable Tourism-Eliminating Poverty programr8&-EP); Planning for the sustainable development
of tourism; Compilations of good practices in sirsale development of tourism; Indicators of
sustainability for tourism; Voluntary initiativesnd certification systems for sustainable tourism;
Sustainable development of tourism in coastal asg@sislands; Ecotourism, tourism in protected sirea
Urban tourism and tourism at cultural heritagessit@ongestion management at cultural and natues;si
Global Code of Ethics for Tourism; Climate Changel alourism; The Tour Operators Initiative; and
Microfinance and Tourism.

The World Bank Group (The World Bank), www.worldbank.org

The World Bank's mission of global poverty reducti@and the improvement of living standards is
achieved through providing low-interest loans, riegt-free credit, and grants to developing cousitfae
education, health, infrastructure, communicatiosmsg many other purposes. Environmental activities
include: Natural resources management—biodiversifynate change, coastal and marine management,
forests and forestry, land resources managemethtwater resources management; Pollution management
and environmental health; Environmental economius iadicators; Global environmental management;
and Environmental and social sustainability.

World Health Organisation (WHO), www.who.int

WHO is the directing and coordinating authority faralth within the UN. It is responsible for prowvid
leadership on global health matters, shaping tredtineesearch agenda, setting norms and standards,
articulating evidence-based policy options, pravigdiechnical support to countries, and monitoring a
assessing health trends. Through its ProtectiomefHuman Environment Department, WHO addresses
the following environmental issues: Chemical safeigluding WHO's participation in the International
Programme on Chemical Safety; Environmental andujpetional health focusing on climate change,
indoor air pollution, traffic emissions, and occtipaal health; Radiation and health addressing the
multiple and emerging threats to public health freeshnologies from exposure to ionizing and non-
ionizing (EMF and UV) radiation; Water and sanitatiwhich creates guidelines and identifies best
practices; and Healthy environments for childrecuising on the settings approach and supports reesint

in maintaining healthy environments for children.

World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) , www.wipo.org

WIPO, established in 1967, is dedicated to develpgi balanced and accessible international inteldc
property (IP) system, which rewards creativity,matiates innovation, and contributes to economic
development while safeguarding the public interésdditional Knowledge arises as an issue in negptd
food and agriculture, biological diversity and thevironment, biotechnology innovation and regulatio
human rights, cultural policies, and trade and eoun development. Working in cooperation with other
international organizations and in dialogue with ®& WIPO provides a forum for international policy
debate concerning the interplay between intelldgit@perty and traditional knowledge, genetic reses,
and traditional cultural expressions (folklore).idt developing draft legal mechanisms and a rarfge o
practical tools aimed at enhancing the IP interedtshe holders of such knowledge, resources, and
expressions.

World Meteorological Organisation (WMO), www.wmo.ch

7.

WMO, established in 1950, is the UN system’s authtive voice on the state and behaviour of the
Earth’'s atmosphere, its interaction with the oce#res climate it produces, and the resulting distion of
water resources. WMOQ'’s environment-related ac#sitinclude: Weather and climate observations both
surface and space observations; Data collectiasediination, and processing; Weather forecasting an
warning to decision-making and public; Applicatiohmeteorological services and information to areas
such as agriculture, transport, marine activitags,; Climate prediction including urban climatojognd
heat wave prediction; Application of climate infation and services to socio-economic benefit amd fo
human health and other sectors such as energyn ussaes, and tourism; Atmospheric research, in
particular through the Global Atmosphere Watch eétedt, monitor and assess and project change®in th
composition of the atmosphere; Emergency respamseses of chemical and nuclear accidents, forest
fire, and volcanic ash; Assessment of the quartitst quality of water resources; and Natural disaste
prevention and mitigation.

Convention Secretariats

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversy (CBD), www.biodiv.org
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The secretariat supports Parties to achieve thectibgs of the Convention: the conservation of daaal
diversity, the sustainable use of its componemid, tae fair and equitable sharing of the benefitsireg

out of the utilization of genetic resources. A depgentary agreement to the Convention—the Cartagena
Protocol on Biosafety—seeks to protect biologicaletsity from the potential risks posed by living
modified organisms resulting from modern biotecloggl The COP to the CBD has initiated work on
seven thematic work programmes addressing: maridecaastal biodiversity; agricultural biodiversity;
forest biodiversity; island biodiversity; the biodrsity of inland waters; dry and sub-humid landsd
mountain biodiversity.

Secretariat of the Convention on International Trace in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES), www.cites.org

Supported by the secretariat, CITES aims to enthaeinternational trade in specimens of wild arlgna
and plants does not threaten their survival. CIT#Bks by subjecting international trade in specimeh
more than 30,000 species of animals and plantsttio controls. All import, export, re-export, and

introduction from the sea of species covered byGbavention has to be authorized through a licensin
system.

Secretariat of the Convention on Migratory Specie$CMS), www.cms.int

The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory @ge of Wild Animals (also known as CMS or Bonn

Convention) aims to conserve terrestrial, marimg, avian migratory species throughout their raniges.

an intergovernmental treaty, concluded under ttgisaef UNEP, concerned with the conservation of
wildlife and habitats on a global scale. The CMSr8triat, under the auspices of UNEP, provides
administrative support to the Convention.

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands Secretariat (RAMSAR)www.ramsar.org

RAMSAR is a multilateral treaty established in 19Which deals with conservation and wise use of
wetlands and water resources, through nationabrtand international cooperation. The secretariat
facilitates its implementation by Parties. Enviramtal activities concern all aspects of wetland watkr
resource conservation and wise use, comprising fretthwater and saline inland waters (including
subterranean systems), and marine waters up tpth désix metres.

Secretariat of the Basel Convention (SBCWwww.basel.int

The main goal of the Convention is to protect hurhaalth and the environment from the adverse effect
which may result from handling, transporting, anspdsing of hazardous and other wastes. To achieve
this, the Convention pursues four objectives, witle assistance of the secretariat: To reduce
transboundary movements of hazardous wastes tmianmin consistent with their environmentally sound
management; To treat and dispose of such wastekses as possible to their source of generation; To

promote the environmentally sound management (E®Mpazardous wastes; and To minimise the
generation of hazardous wastes.

Secretariat of the UN Convention to Combat Desertifation (UNCCD), www.unccd.int

Recognizing that desertification is a major ecormmsicial, and environmental problem of concern to
many countries in all regions of the world, the @emtion aims to tackle desertification through an
integrated approach, emphasizing action to pronsotgainable development at the community level.
Countries affected by desertification are implerirgnthe Convention by developing and carrying out
national, sub-regional, and regional action progree®. The secretariat facilitates the development of
action programmes. Consultations among affectechtcies, donors, and intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations improve coordination enannel development assistance to where it can be
most effective. They also produce partnership ageses that spell out the respective contributidnisabh
affected and donor states and of the Secretartho#rer international organizations.

Secretariat of the UN Framework Convention on Climée Change (UNFCCC) www.unfccc.int

The Convention on Climate Change sets an ovemahdwork for intergovernmental efforts to tackle the
challenge posed by climate change. Under the Gdiore governments gather and share information on
greenhouse gas emissions, national policies andpbastices, launch national strategies for addngss
greenhouse gas emissions and adapting to expetieakts, including the provision of financial and
technological support to developing countries aodperate in preparing for adaptation to the impatts
climate change.The secretariat structure has eddlw®ugh the years responding to the developmeént o
its mandated activities, and the scope and contgleofi its work. There are currently four technical
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programmes, Adaptation, Technology and Science JATFnancial and Technical Support (FTS),
Reporting, Data, and Analysis (RDA) and Sustain&ldeelopment Mechanisms (SDM).

8. Related Organizations
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), www.iaea.org

Set up as the world’s “Atoms for Peace” organizaiim 1957 within the UN family, IAEA works with its
Member States and multiple partners worldwide t@nprte safe, secure, and peaceful nuclear
technologies. Environmental activities include: Mac techniques for development and environmental
protection; Nuclear safety and security; Managematechnical cooperation for development; and
Nuclear power, fuel cycle and nuclear science.

World Trade Organisation (WTO), www.wto.org

WTO's main function is to ensure that trade flowssanoothly, predictably, and freely as possiblerehy
contributing to economic growth and developmentst&nable development is enshrined as one of the
core objectives of the organization in the MarréikAgreement establishing the WTO. As part of thén®o
Round of negotiations, WTO Members have engagedeigotiations on specific environment-related
issues—such as fisheries subsidies; the relatipniséiween WTO and MEAs; and the liberalization of
trade in environmental goods and services—withatine of enhancing the mutual supportiveness of trade
and environment. The Doha Development Agenda atsttains a general mandate to monitor the
sustainable development aspects of the negotiationall areas covered by the WTO. The WTO
Secretariat provides a wide range of technicalstesste activities and training for developing count
officials in the field of trade and environment.

International Trade Centre (ITC), www.intracen.org

ITC is the joint technical cooperation agency of NAD and the World Trade Organization. ITC enables
small business export success in developing casmioy providing, with partners, trade development
solutions to the private sector, trade supporttitsdns, and policy-makers. ITC provides envira@mt
related technical assistance in each of its arbaik: Product and market development; Developnoént
trade support services; Trade information; Humasouece development; International purchasing and
supply management; and Needs assessment, progrdesiga for trade promotion

Global Environment Facility (GEF), www.gefweb.org

GEF is a catalyst and a facilitator of global eomimental sustainability. As a financial mechanisithw
the core mandate of providing new and additionaldfng for agreed incremental costs of projects and
programs in developing countries that produce dlebaironmental benefits, GEF works in the follogin
areas: Biological diversity; Climate change; Inttional waters; Land degradation; Ozone depletort
POPs.

United Nations International Strategy for DisasterReduction secretariat (UN/ISDR) www.unisdr.org

ISDR aims at building disaster resilient commusiti®y promoting increased awareness of the impagtanc
of disaster reduction as an integral componentustasnable development, with the goal of reducing
human, social, economic, and environmental lossestd natural hazards and related technological and
environmental disasters. ISDR secretariat actwitiglated to the environment include: Promotingtimul
disciplinary institutional mechanisms in countrige support effective disaster risk reduction
implementation, involving environmental ministrié&;omoting disaster risk reduction, as an integeat

of sustainable development policies and practiceselevant sectoral development agendas; Devegopin
education material on environment and disaster resfuction; Supporting capacity-building efforts,
related to sound environmental practices that rediisaster risk; and Compiling information on ‘good
practices’ for environmental management that irgegdisaster risk.
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ANNEX 2: UN COLLABORATION IN THEMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL AREAS

This annex provides a series of “fact sheets” whatltiline, for each thematic area of environmental
management: key issues, international agreemenitsagy coordination mechanisms, collaborative globa
programmes and initiatives prepared in 2008.

More information on UN inter-agency collaboratioancbe found in the report “Inventory and Analysfs o
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) andtddhiNations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Collaboration” (March 2016§. This worldwide global survey identified a signdint number of joint UNDP-
UNEP activities at the global, regional and natldesel that are in line with the respective stgatepriorities

of the two organizations. The analysis indicates ttollaborative efforts are widespread but ad inocature,
sometimes based on a simple division of respoiitsiidr provision of support to different countrig¢sotably
the case for projects financed by the GEF or singlabal funds), and seldom integrated into UN Depment
Assistance Frameworks (UNDAF) or country programnideere is no clear model of partnership although i
appears that the One UN pilots and the Multi-Dohnsst Funds (MDTFs, such as MDG-F and UN-REDD)
help the two agencies to organize collaboration @retcome operational difficulties stemming fronffeting
administrative systems. Valuable lessons have tesmed as well through the joint implementationthué
Poverty and Environment Initiative (PEI), which pelcountries mainstream environmental considerstioto
national planning and budgeting processes.

The following thematic areas are addressed:

Air Pollution Control 41
Biodiversity 42
Chemicals Management 44
Climate Change 46
Desertification 48
Energy 49
Environmental Health 50
Forests 51
Freshwater 52
Oceans and Coastal Zone Management 54
Protection of the Ozone Layer 57
Sustainable Agriculture 58
Sustainable Consumption and Production 59
Waste Management 61
Wetlands Protection 62

% |Insert weblink once available
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AIR POLLUTION CONTROL
Context

Air pollution control is a broad and multidimens&@m®@ndeavour involving various sectors of econaoacitvity.
According to WHO, only 15% of the largest citieddi@veloping countries have acceptable air qualitye;dor
example, to emissions of nitrogen oxides, sulphides, particles, carbon monoxide, and hydrocarbG&D’s
fourteenth session in 2006 and fifteenth sessi®00V focused on a cluster of thematic issuesiidict
atmosphere and air pollution.

International Agreements

Soft law: Legal instruments:
« Agenda 21, Chapter 9: Protection of the « UNECE Convention on Long-range
atmosphere, 1992 Transboundary Air Pollution (LRTAP), 1979

« WSSD Johannesburg Plan of Implementation,
Paras 39, 56, 2002

Coordination

Information exchange and coordination in the arkaiopollution control takes place within the cext of
agreements such as LRTAP and through major progessuch as the Clean Fuels and Vehicles Partnership

Collaborative Programmes and Initiatives

Title/Topic Partner Agencies Website

Clean Fuels and Vehicles UNDESA, UNDP, UNEP, WHO, | www.unep.org/pcfv

Partnership World Bank

Prevention and Control of Dust | ADB , UNESCAP, UNCCD, www.adb.org

and Sandstorms in North-East UNEP

Asia

Partnership for Clean Indoor Air WHO, UNEP, UNDPoki www.pciaonline.org
Bank, PREDAS, PAHO, CCAD
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BIODIVERSITY
Context

The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment released irtMan05 concludes that there has been a substantal
largely irreversible loss in the diversity of lifg earth due to human action. Among the outstanglioglems is
the dire state of many of the world's fish stodke vulnerability of the two billion people living dry regions

to the loss of ecosystem services, and the groulingat to ecosystems from climate change and matrie
pollution. In April 2002, the Parties to the CBD®nemitted themselves to achieve by 2010 a significan
reduction of the current rate of biodiversity l@gsthe global, regional, and national level as atrifoution to
poverty alleviation and to the benefit of all litm Earth. This “2010 Biodiversity Target” was suipsently
endorsed by the WSSD and UNGA, and was incorporased new target under the MDGs. Biodiversity has
also been discussed by CSD on several occasionis ané of the themes for discussion in the 201232 0-
year cycle.

International Agreements

Soft law: - Convention on the Conservation of Migratory
- Agenda 21, Chapter 15: Conservation of Species of Wild Animals (CMS), 1979
biological diversity, 1992 - International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources
« WSSD Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, for Food and Agriculture, 2001
Paras 44, 45, 2002 « Convention on Wetlands of International
Legal instruments: Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat

(Ramsar Convention), 1971

Convention concerning the Protection of the
World Cultural and Natural Heritage (World
Heritage Convention), 1972

- Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), 1992

- Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the
Convention on Biological Diversity, 2000

- Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITIES), 1973

Coordination

In order to enhance coherence and cooperationpiementation of the six biodiversity-related contvems, the
Biodiversity Liaison Group was established betwé#en heads of the secretariats of the conventiorz002.
The Group meets regularly to explore opportunit@ssynergistic activities and increased coordomtiand to
exchange information.

The Heads of Agencies Task Force on the 2010 Béosiity Target, which held its first meeting in Sapber
20086, includes representatives of UNEP, UNDP, FARESCO, UNCTAD, and UNITAR, as well as the CBD,
CITES, CMS, Ramsar, IUCN, WWEF, and the InternadiloRlant Genetic Resources Institute. In order to
facilitate intersessional work and discussions, @BD Secretariat maintains and moderates a listeerv
equivalent, and each agency nominates a focal (gpifatr the intersessional work of the partnership.

Under the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to theDCHBovernments adopted the Capacity-building
Coordination Mechanism, which involves UN organiazas as well as representatives from member states.
Mechanism includes the Liaison Group on Capacitjding in Biosafety; biosafety capacity-buildingtdhases;
information-sharing and networking mechanism; cowtion meetings; and the Reporting Mechanism.

Collaborative Programmes and Initiatives

Title/Topic Partner Agencies Website/Webpage
Biological Diversity of Dry and CBD, UNCCD, UNEP-DELC www.cbd.int/drylands
Sub-humid Lands
RAMSAR-CBD Joint Work RAMSAR, CBD www.ramsar.org/chd/key cbhd jw
Programme p3_e.htm
CBD-UNEP/WCMC Joint Work | CBD, UNEP-WCMC Www.unep-wcmec.org/chd/support/
Programme
Forest Biodiversity CBD, FAO, UNFF, other www.chd.int/forest
members of the CPF
Island Biodiversity CBD, WTO (Tourism), UNEP- | www.cbd.int/island
WCMC, UNEP-DTIE
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Title/Topic

Partner Agencies

Website/Webpage

Marine and Coastal Biodiversity

CBD, UNIPLOS, IOQNBSCO,
FAO

www.cbd.int/marine

Global Ballast Water Managemer
Programme (GloBallast) (2000-
2004) on Invasive Aquatic Specig
(IAS)

Globallast Partnerships (2008-
2012) on IAS

WGEF, IMO, UNDP,

S

globallast.imo.org/

Inter-Agency Liaison Group on
Invasive Species has been
established by the CBD
Secretariat,

CBD, IPPC, OEIl, COFI, WTO,
ICAO, IMO, CITES, GISP, IUCN

Mountain Biodiversity

CBD, FAO

www.cbd.int/mountain

Protected Areas

CBD, UNESCO, UNEP

www.cbd.int/protected

Access and Benefit-sharing

CBD, UNEP, FAO, WIPO,WT]
UPOV, UNCTAD, UNU-IAS

www.cbd.int/abs

Traditional Knowledge,
Innovations, and Practices

CBD, WIPO, UNESCO, UNPFII,
members of IASG

www.cbd.int/traditional

Technology Transfer and
Cooperation

CBD, WIPO, UNCTAD

www.cbd.int/tech-transfer

Economics, Trade, and Incentive,
Measures

CBD, UNEP

www.cbd.int/incentives

Biodiversity Planning Support
Programme

UNDP, UNEP, GEF

www.undp.org/bpsp/

Year of the Dolphin Campaign

UNEP-CMS, UNESCO

www.yod2007.org/en/Start_page

Great Apes Survival Project
(GRASP)

UNEP, UNESCO

www.unep.org/GRASP

Global Partnership for Plant
Conservation

FAO, UNEP-WCMC, others

www.plants2010.org

2010 Biodiversity Indicators
Partnership

UNEP, Convention Secretariats
(CBD, CITES, CMS), UNESCO,

FAO, UNEP, GEF

www.twentyten.net
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CHEMICALS MANAGEMENT

Context

Chemicals are essential to meet the social andoegiongoals of the world community. Today's bestqgpice
demonstrates that they can be used widely in aeftesttive manner and with a high degree of safdtywever,
significant challenges remain to ensure the enwiremally sound management of toxic chemicals, withie
context of sustainable development. In additiotheomany international agreements on chemicals geanant,
the Strategic Approach to International Chemicalankbement (SAICM), adopted in February 2006, will
support the achievement of the goal, agreed at WS8ensuring that, by the year 2020, chemicals are
produced and used in ways that minimize signifieahterse impacts on the environment and humanhhealt

International Agreements

Soft law:

Agenda 21, Chapter 19: Environmentally sound s
management of toxic chemicals, including
prevention of illegal international traffic in taxi
and dangerous products, 1992

WSSD Johannesburg Plan of Implementation,
Paras 23, 68, 2002

Strategic Approach to International Chemicals
Management (SAICM), 2006

International Code of Conduct on the Distribution
and Use of Pesticides (Revised version), 2002

The Globally Harmonized System of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS),
2002

International Code of Conduct on the Distribution
and Use of Pesticides (Revised version), 2002

The Globally Harmonized System of .
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS),
2002.

Coordination

Legal instruments:

Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic
Pollutants, 2001

Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed
Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous
Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade
(PIC), 1998

Convention on the Prohibition of the
Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of
Chemicals Weapons and on their Destruction
(Chemical Weapons Convention; CWC), 1993
ILO Chemicals Convention 1990, No. 170, 1990

ILO Prevention of Major Industrial Accidents
Convention 1993, No. 174, 1993

MARPOL Annex | Regulations for the
Prevention of Pollution by Oil

MARPOL Annex Il Regulations for the control
of pollution from Noxious Liquid Substances in
Bulk.

MARPOL Annex Ill Regulations for the
prevention of pollution of harmful substances
carried by Sea in Package Form

International Convention for the Safety of Life at
Sea (SOLAS)

The Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Manzent of Chemicals (IOMC) serves as the primary
mechanism for initiating, facilitating, and coordting international action to achieve the WSSD 2624l for
sound management of chemicals. It was establighd®95 through a Memorandum of Understanding signed
by the Executive Heads of seven Participating Oegdions (POs). These organizations include FAQD,IL
OECD, UNEP, UNIDO, UNITAR, and WHO. UNDP and the kdbBank currently participate as observer
organizations. An Inter-Organization Coordinatingn@nittee (IOCC) is composed of representativeshef t
POs and meets twice a year. The Chair positiorte®tannually and decisions are taken by consefsiss.
specific issues, subsidiary groups are establishisth as the IOMC Coordinating Group on Persistaganic
Pollutants. WHO is currently the administering origation for the IOMC and provides secretariat gsw to
IOCC.
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Collaborative Programmes and Ini

tiatives

Title/Topic

Partner Agencies

Website

International Programme on
Chemical Safety

WHO, ILO, UNEP (working
jointly with FAO and in
collaboration with other UN
agencies and IOMC)

www.who.int/ipcs

Africa Stockpiles Programme

AU, SBC, FAO, NEPAD,
UNECE, UNEP, UNIDO,
UNITAR, WORLD BANK,
WHO, PAN-UK, PAN-Africa,
WWE, CLI

www.africastockpiles.org

Partnership Initiative for the
Integration of Sound Managemer

of Chemicals: Considerations into

Development Planning and
Processes

UNEP, UNDP

—

www.undp.org/chemicals

Pesticide Residues in Food and t
Environment

hgVHO, FAO

www.who.int/ipcs/food

Capacity-building to Implement
the GHS

UNITAR, ILO, OECD, UNECE

www.unitar.org/cwm/ghs

GESAMP/ EHS Working Groups
on: - the hazard evaluation for
chemical substances carried by
ships and Working; - on Ballast
Water (active substances)

IMO with GESAMP partners

www.gesamp.org/work-
programme/workgroups/working-
group-34

Capacity building and
implementation activities for the
implementation of the objectives
of the Strategic Approach to
International Chemicals
Management (SAICM)

UNITAR, IOMC Organizations,
SAICM Secretariat, World Bank,
UNDP, OPCW, SBC

WWW.saicm.org

Green Customs Initiative

UNEP, SBC, Stockholm
Convention Secretariat, Rotterda
Convention Secretariat, CITES,
Ozone Secretariat, Interpol, WC(
OPCW

www.unep.fr/ozonaction/partners
mps/greencustoms.htm

),

Rotterdam Convention Secretaria

it UNEP, FAO

WWW.pic.int

Alert and Response Mechanisms
for Chemical Accidents

WHO, IPCS, UNEP,
UNEP/OCHA, OPCW, IMO,
WMO, UNICEF

www.who.int/ipcs/emergencies

Environmental Assessment
following Chemical Emergencies

Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment
Unit

www.reliefweb.int/ochaunep

EXICHEM Database

OECD, WHO, UNEP, ECETOC

webdominol.oecd.org/ehs/exichg
m.nsf

Capacity-building to Implement
the Rotterdam Convention

Rotterdam Convention Secretaria
UNITAR

wtywww. unitar.org/cwm

Technical assistance for capacity
building relating to
implementation of obligations
under the Stockholm Convention
on Persistent Organic Pollutants
(POPs)

GEF, UNDP, UNEP, UNIDO,
Stockholm Convention Secretarig
UNITAR, WHO, FAO, IOMC

WWW.pops.int

1
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CLIMATE CHANGE
Context

The Earth’'s climate system has changed on bothaglabd regional scales since the pre-industrial with
some of these changes attributable to human aesivithe atmospheric concentrations of key anthgepiz
greenhouse gases (i.e. carbon dioxide, metharmeusioxide and tropospheric ozone) reached theinest
recorded levels, primarily due to the combustionfagsil fuels, agriculture, and land use changese T
consensus scientific basis on climate change isiged by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate rglea
(IPCC), established in the late 1980s under theiaes of WMO and UNEP. The summary of the IPCC Hour
Assessment Report, released in early 2007, corglide the warming of the climate system is uneagaland
accelerating. It goes on to state that the obsein@@éase in global average temperatures is vkepli(greater
than 90% confidence) due to GHG emissions from huawivities, up from greater than 60% confidencés
2001 assessment report. Both Agenda 21 and thendesiaurg Plan of Implementation (JPOI) assert ttieat
UNFCCC is the key instrument for addressing climatange. Climate change formed part of the thematic
cluster with energy, industrial development, andpaillution/atmosphere reviewed by CSD at its feartth
session in 2006 and fifteenth session in 2007.

International Agreements

Soft law: Legal instruments:
« Agenda 21, Chapter 9: Protection of the + United Nations Framework Convention on
atmosphere, 1992 Climate Change (UNFCCC), 1994

« WSSD Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, « Kyoto Protocol to the UNFCCC, 1997
Para 38, 2002

Coordination

The COP to the UNFCCC and the COP serving as thetingeof the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (CMP),
which usually meets annually for a period of twoek® (with over 50 intergovernmental agencies and
international organizations attending as observ@rg)ide a regular forum for sharing informationdan
facilitating coordination (including among UN agéw¥) regarding climate change-related activitiasaddition,

the UNFCCC Secretariat regularly prepares repartthé COP on relevant UN activities and internation
cooperation.

Collaborative Programmes and Initiatives

Title/Topic Partner Agencies Website/Webpage

Global Climate Observing System  UNEP, UNESCO, WMO www.wmo.int/pages/prog/gcos

Joint Liaison Group (JLG) CBD, UNCCD, UNFCCC www.cbd.int/climate/partners.sht
ml

Climate Change Capacity UNDP/GEF National www.c3d-unitar.org/

Development (C3D) Communication Programme,

UNFCCC, UNITAR

National Adaptation Programme | UNDP/GEF, World Bank/GEF, | www.unitar.org/ccp/napaworksha
of Action Training Workshops GEF, UNFCCC, UNFCCC LDC | ps
Expert Group, UNITAR

Information Exchange on the UNFCCC, UNEP (Vienna
Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Convention and Montreal

Emissions from International Protocol), ICAO, IMO, WMO,

Transport UNECE (LRTAP)

Cities Alliance UNEP, UN-Habitat, World Bank | www.citiesalliance.org

Adaptation Learning Mechanism UNDP/World http://www.adaptationlearning.nef/
Bank/UNFCCC/UNEP/FAO/CC
Gateway
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Title/Topic

Partner Agencies

Website/Webpage

UN Climate Change Gateway

38 UN Organisations

http://www.un.org/wcm/content/s
elclimatechange/gateway

—

Community Based Adaptation

UNDP/UN Volunteers, GEF

http://www.undp-
adaptation.org/projects/websites

dex.php?option=com_content&ta
k=view&id=203

in

UN REDD Programme

FAO, UNDP, UNEP

http://www.un-redd.org/

PaCFA: Global Partnership Climat
Fisheries and Aquaculture

2,BCC, CBD, EBCD, FAO,
GLOBEC, ICES, ICFA, ISDR,
NACA, NACEE, OECD,
OSPESCA, PICES, SEAFDEC,
SPC, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO-
10C, World Bank, WorldFish
Centre

http://www.climatefish.org

Regions (local governments) and
Food Security

FAO, UNDP, UNEP, FOGAR,
NrG4SD

http://www.nrg4sd.net/
http://www.crpm.org/index.php?act=4,7
,2#organisation

National Communications Suppo
Programme

NUNEP, UNDP, GEF, UNFCCC

ncsp.undp.org

Vulnerability and Adaptation
Resource Group

BMZ, CIDA, DFID, DGIS, EC,
GEF, GTZ, KfW, OECD, Red
Cross/Red Crescent (Climate
Center), SIDA, UNDP, UNEP,
UNFCCC, UNISDR, USAID,
USEPA, World Bank, WMO,
WHO

www.climatevarg.org
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DESERTIFICATION
Context

Desertification includes land degradation in asdmi-arid, and dry subhumid areas resulting fromous

factors, including climatic variations and humariages. Desertification affects as much as onefsiof the

world's population, seventy percent of all drylaraisd one-quarter of the total land area of thddvdr results

in widespread poverty as well as in the degradatibhillion hectares of rangeland and cropland. Gating

desertification and drought has been discussed3iy i@ several sessions. In the framework of CShigent

multi-year work programme, the third cycle, CSD 1I6in 2008 and 2009 will focus on desertificatiorda
drought along with the interrelated issues of Lahgtkiculture, Rural development, and Africa.

International Agreements

Soft law: Legal instruments:
« Agenda 21, Chapter 12: Managing fragile « United Nations Convention to Combat
ecosystems: combating desertification and Desertification (CCD), 1994

drought, 1992

« WSSD Johannesburg Plan of Implementation,
Para 41, 2002

Coordination

The COP to the UNCCD, which as of 2001 is held drieanial basis, provides a regular forum for ghgri
information and facilitating coordination (incluginamong UN agencies) regarding desertificationteela
activities. UNCCD activities are coordinated witletsecretariats of other relevant internationalids@nd
conventions, like those of the UNFCCC and CBD. Fhaeilitation Committee of the Global Mechanism o t
UNCCD meets regularly to discuss coordination adoissues concerning the Global Mechanism and pesvid
advisory support to enhance its work. In additithe, UNCCD Secretariat regularly prepares reporte¢ocCOP
on relevant UN activities and international coopiera

Collaborative Programmes and Initiatives

Title/Topic Partner Agencies Website/Webpage
CCD/UNFCCC-related joint UNCCD, UNFCCC www.unccd.int/php/document.php
activities 2ref=ICCD/COP(8)/4
Conservation and sustainable CMS, UNCCD www.unccd.int/php/document.php
management of Saharan 2ref=ICCD/COP(8)/4
biodiversity and
ecosystems
Middle East North Africa IFAD, UNDP, AFDB, UNEP,
Regional Investment Program FAO
TerrAfrica World Bank, UNDP, IFAD, FAO,| www.terrafrica.org

AFDB, UNEP, GEF
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ENERGY
Context

Energy is fundamental to achieving sustainable ldgweent goals. Its use enables socio-economic dpuent,
but contributes to environmental degradation. Asdesreliable and affordable energy services iemtss for
improving economic and social development and elating poverty. Today, across the world, 1.6 hilio
people lack access to electricity and 2.4 billi@ole rely on traditional biomass for their cookergd heating
needs. Lack of energy services can negatively affeospects for realizing sustainable developmerd a
achieving all of the MDGs. At WSSD, the linkagestvbeen energy and poverty reduction were clearly
established, and there was an emphasis on changisgstainable patterns of consumption and productio
Energy was one of the major themes of the nintkisesf the CSD, held in 2001. CSD’s fourteentrsggsin
2006 and fifteenth session in 2007 focused on atetuof thematic issues, which included Energy for
Sustainable Development; Industrial Development;pbilution/Atmosphere; and Climate Change.

International Agreements

Soft law: - Agenda 21, Chapter 7: Promoting sustainable
«  Programme for the Further Implementation of human settlement development, 1992
Agenda 21, 1997 - Agenda 21 Chapter 9: Protection of the

« WSSD Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, atmosphere, 1992

Paras 9, 20, 21, 59, 62, 2002

Coordination

UN-Energy is the principal collaborative mechanismensure that UN work on energy is undertaken in a
coherent manner. With the diverse perspectivesi®ftiventy members, the strength of this mechangsthe
ability to offer synergies and new approaches & dbsign and implementation of programmes, projectd
products across the field. UN-Energy also offegdaform for knowledge sharing. UN-Energy has atiog
chairmanship at a high policy level, and vice cladithe expert level. It is open to all UN orgatiaas, meets

at least once each year, and will review its TORrgvour years, or as appropriate. Secretariaticesvare
provided by DESA.

Collaborative Programmes and Initiatives

Title/Topic Partner Agencies
UN-Energy Africa UNIDO, ECA

Policy guidance, capacity IAEA, DESA, FAO, UNEP,
building, and awareness on Tool$ UNIDO

for policy integration at national
level

International Bioenergy Platform

Website/Webpage
esa.un.org/un-energy
esa.un.org/un-energy

UN-Energy, UNEMNDP,
UNIDO, ECE, UNCTAD,
ECLAC, INSTRAW

Global Network on Energy for
Sustainable Development

UNDESA, UNDP, UNEP,
UNIDO, WORLD BANK

www.gnesd.org

Policy Coherence and Operation
Cooperation on Bio-energy

alFAO, UNEP, UNDP, ECE,
UNIDO, DESA, ECLAC,
INSTRAW

esa.un.org/un-energy

Collaboration on Energy
Conservation

UNHCR, WFP

Energy Sector Management
Assistance Program

UNDP, World Bank

Delivering Coordinated Action on
the Ground to Respond to Energ

UNDP, UNEP, World Bank

Challenges

www.energyandenvironment.und
.org
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Context

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

Environmental health addresses all the physic&mital, and biological factors external to a persord all the
related factors impacting behaviours. It encommtise assessment and control of those environmezwtairs
that can potentially affect health. It is targetedvards preventing disease and creating healthestipe
environments. This definition excludes behaviour ietated to environment, as well as behaviourteeldo the
social and cultural environment, and genetics.

International Agreements

« Agenda 21, Chapter 6: Protecting and promoting huhgalth conditions, 1992

Coordination

Information exchange and coordination in the aréaemvironmental

collaboration in specific programmes and initiati{see below).

Collaborative Programmes and Initiatives

health mainly takes place through

Title/Topic

Partner Agencies

Website/Webpage

Health and Environment Linkage
Initiative

s WHO, UNEP

www.who.int/phe

Global Initiative on Children
Environmental Health

WHO, UNEP, UNICEF

http://www.who.int/ceh/en

Global Plan of Action on
Workers' Health

WHO, ILO, UNEP

www.euro.who.int/occhealth

Health Adaptation to Climate
Change

WHO, UNFCCC, WMO, UNEP,
UNDP, GEF

www.who.int/globalchange/clima
e

Healthy Environments for
Children Alliance

WHO, UNEP, UNICEF

;vww.who.int/heca

Focusing Resources on Effective
School Health

UNESCO, WFP, UNICEF, WHO,
World Bank, FAO

www.freshschools.org/

Environmental Management for
Vector Control

WHO, FAO, UNEP

www.who.int/water_sanitation_he
alth/resources
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FORESTS
Context

Forests are an integral part of global sustainatdgelopment: forest-related economic activitiesedff
livelihoods of 1.6 billion people worldwide; theyqvide socio-cultural benefits and are the fouratatior
indigenous knowledge; and as ecosystems, foresysaptritical role in mitigating the effects ofrolate change,
regulating the water cycle, protecting both soill &nodiversity. The yearly net loss of forests affean area of
5,2 million ha due to conversion to agriculturatda unsound land management practices and estagighof
human settlements are the most common reasonsisdoss of forested areas. In 1946, FAO was dstadd as
the first specialized UN agency including a Fong&tepartment dealing with sustainable managemefudrests,
forest governance and forest based industries.0002ECOSOC established the United Nations Forum on
Forests (UNFF), as a subsidiary body with the nadijective to promote “...the management, conservadiuth
sustainable development of all types of foreststargtrengthen long-term political commitment tstend...”.
In the framework of CSD’s current multi-year workogramme, CSD 2012/13 will focus on forests alorithw
biodiversity, biotechnology, tourism, and mountains

International Agreements

Soft law: « Non-legally Binding Authoritative Statement of
« International Poplar Commission established in ~ Principles for a Global Consensus on the
1947and hosted by FAO Management, Conservation and Sustainable

Development of all Types of Forests (Forest

Principles), 1992

WSSD Johannesburg Plan of Implementation,

Para 45, 2002

« Non-legally Binding Instrument on All Types of
Forests, 2007

« Silva Mediterranea established in 1948 and
hosted by FAO

« Agenda 21, Chapter 11: Combating deforestation,
1992

Coordination

FAO’s Forestry Department tasks are ruled by itatusory bodies, namely the 6 Regional Forestry
Commissions (Near East, Africa, Asia-Pacific, Noftimerica, Latin America and the Caribbean and Eeyop
and the Committee on Forestry (COFO) composethember countries meeting biennially. FAO holses
National Forest Programme Facility, the Mountaimtiership, the International Poplar Commission 8ilda
Mediterranea.

Within UNFF, three broad constituencies are centvahe Forum’s work: the member States of UNFFoma
intergovernmental agencies working on forest issaesl the major groups as defined in Agenda 21. &INF
meets annually for two weeks and organizes intsiseal meetings—ad hoc expert group meetings—in the
interval between annual sessions.

The Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF) astablished in 2001, following the recommendatién o
ECOSOC, to support the work of the UNFF and mensbentries and to enhance cooperation and coordimati
on forest issues. The Partnership is currently csag of 14 international organization members—FA&BD,
GEF, UNCCD, UNFF, UNFCCC, UNDP, UNEP, World BankFOR, ITTO, IUFRO, ICRAF, IUCN—which
includes designated focal agencies and supporgegaes. CPF regularly holds meetings, with sel@oel
participation. CPF is chaired by FAO and its sewiat is provided by UNFF.

Collaborative Programmes and Initiatives

Title/Topic Partner Agencies Website/Webpage
Collaborative Partnership on FAO, CBD, GEF, UNCCD, www.fao.org/forestry/site/cpf
Forests UNFF, UNFCCC, UNDP, UNEP,

World Bank, CIFOR, ITTO,
IUFRO, ICRAF, IUCN

UN REDD Programme FAO, UNDP, UNEP http://www.un-redd.org/
Integrated Programme of Work onUNECE, FAO www.unece.org/trade/timber

Forests and Timber
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FRESHWATER
Context

Freshwater resources are an essential componeht dtarth’s hydrosphere and an indispensable paatl o
terrestrial ecosystems. The freshwater environrizeaharacterized by the hydrological cycle, inchgifloods
and droughts, which in some regions have become mxtreme and dramatic in their consequences. Globa
climate change and atmospheric pollution could dtswe an impact on freshwater resources and their
availability and, through sea-level rise, threalen-lying coastal areas and small island ecosystdragther
recommendations to support implementation of ChialBeof Agenda 21, “Protection of the quality angbgly

of freshwater resources: application of integratpgroaches to the development, management and wseey
resources” were taken by CSD at its second (199d)saxth (1998) sessions. CSD, at its twelfth ses62004),
reviewed and assessed implementation of three tierssues, including water and sanitation. Attlitsteenth
session, CSD explored policy options for furtherimglementation on the issues of water and saaitas well

as on human settlements as reflected in its decidiowas also decided to monitor and follow up the
implementation of CSD-13 decisions on water andtaton, and their interlinkages in 2008 (CSD-16)da
2012 (CSD-20).

International Agreements

Soft law: « WSSD Johannesburg Plan of Implementation,

+ Agenda 21, Chapter 18: Protection of the quality ~Paras 29, 40, 58, 76, 2002
and supply of freshwater resources: application of
integrated approaches to the development,
management and use of water resources, 1992

Coordination

UN-Water is the inter-agency mechanism that prosetgherence in, and coordination of, UN systenasti
aimed at the implementation of the agenda definethé Millennium Declaration and the WSSD as iates to

its scope of work. UN-Water is made up of relevdht agencies, programmes, and funds as well as major

UN partners. UN-Water facilitates synergies andtjeifforts and interfaces with other inter-agen@chanisms,
including UN-Energy, UN-Oceans, EMG, and othersjssnies of common concern. Management of UN-Water
is performed by a Chair and Vice-Chair, electednframong its members on a rotational basis and rlyrma
serving for two years. Its plans of work are updateery two years. UNDESA provides secretariat supp

Collaborative Programmes and Initiatives

Title/Topic Partner Agencies Website/Webpage

Global Water Partnership and UN, UN-Water www.worldwatercouncil.org
World Water Council

World Water Assessment CBD, ECA, ECE, ECLAC, unesco.org/water/wwap
Programme ESCAP, ESCWA, FAOQ, IAEA,

ISDR, UNCTAD, UNDESA,
UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO,
UNFCCC, UN-HABITAT,
UNHCR, UNICEF, UNIDO,
UNU, WHO, WMO, WORLD

BANK
Global Environment Monitoring | FAO, UNDP, UNEP, WHO, www.gemswater.org
System/Water Programme WMO, WORLD BANK
Joint Monitoring Programme for | WHO, UNICEF www.wssinfo.org
Water Supply and Sanitation
Collaboration on Fresh-water IAEA, UNDP, GEF WWW-
Activities naweb.iaea.org/napc/ih/Nubian/IH

S_nubian.html

WaterWiki UNECE, UNESCO, WHO, FAO | www.waterwiki.net
International Waters Learning UNEP, World Bank, GEF www.iwlearn.net
Exchange and Resources Netwgrk
(IW:LEARN)
Nile Basin Initiative/Nile UNDP, World Bank www.nilebasin.org
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Title/Topic

Partner Agencies

Website/Webpage

Transboundary Environmental
Action Project

http://nteap.nilebasin.org/

Reversal of Land and Water
Degradation Trends In the Lake
Chad Basin

UNDP, World Bank

http://lakechad.iwlearn.org/

Reversing Land and Water
Degradation Trends in the Niger
River Basin

UNDP, World Bank

www.iwlearn.net/iw-
projects/Fsp_112799468181

Strategic Action Programme for
the Senegal River Basin

UNDP, World Bank

WWW.0mvs-
soe.org/portail_gef.htm

4%

Sustainable Integrated Water UNDP, UNEP www.sopac.org/Integrated+Wate

Resources Management Project for +Resource+Management

Pacific Island Countries

Integrating Watershed & Coastal| UNDP, UNEP Www.iwcam.org

Area Management in the

Caribbean SIDS

Global Mercury Project UNDP, UNIDO www.globalmercuryproject.org/

Nubian Aquifer Project IAEA, UNDP WWW-
naweb.iaea.org/napc/ih/IHS_proj
cts_nubian.html

Environmental Protection and FAO, UNDP http://epsmo.iwlearn.org/

Sustainable Management of the
Okavango River Basin (EPSMO)

2005 Water Resources Alliance
Initiative

UNDESA, UNDP, UNEP,
UNESCO, UN-HABITAT,

WORLD BANK

www.unep.or
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OCEANS AND COASTAL ZONE M ANAGEMENT
Context

Oceans, seas, islands, and coastal areas formtegrated and essential component of the Earth’system
and are critical for global food security and farstining economic prosperity and the well-beingnainy
national economies, particularly in developing doies. Important considerations for oceans andtebasne
management include: global and regional coordimatend cooperation; sustainable fisheries; marine
biodiversity and ecosystems; marine pollution frbath land-based and sea-based sources; and meiénee
and assessments of the marine environment. CSBwediimplementation of the goals and targets cétieth
Chapter 17 of Agenda 21, “Protection of the oceatiskinds of seas, including enclosed and semlesed
seas, and coastal areas and the protection, rhtiseaand development of their living resources$’itsafourth
(1996), fifth (1997) and, in particular, sevent®99) sessions, which resulted in a comprehensigiside, 7/1.

International Agreements

Soft law: « International Convention for the Prevention of
« Agenda 21, Chapter 17: Protection of the oceans, Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by the
all kinds of seas, including enclosed and semi- Protocol of 1978 relating thereto (MARPOL

enclosed seas, and coastal areas and the 73/78)
protection, rational use and development of theif  Convention on the Prevention of Marine
living resources, 1992 Pollution by Dumping of Wastes andOther
«  WSSD Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, Matter (London Dumping Convention), 1972
Para 30, 2002 « International Convention on Oil Pollution
. Global Programme of Action for the Protection Preparedness, Response and Co-operation
of the Marine Environment from Land-Based (OPRC), 1990
Activities, 1995 « Protocol on Preparedness, Response and Co-
.+ Regional Seas Programme, 1974 operation to pollution Incidents by Hazardous
Legal instruments: and Noxious Substances (HNS Protocol to
=egal Instruments. OPRC), 2000

« United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sqa

(UNCLOS), 1982 International Convention for the Control and

Management of Ships' Ballast Water and
Sediments, 2004

Coordination

In 2003, UN-Oceans was established to serve at/thénter-agency coordinating mechanism on oceanks an
coastal issues. In addition to overseeing the mzmagt and development of the UN Atlas of the Oceldiis
Oceans has established four time-bound task gragrh coordinated by a lead organization. Thesesfon:
post-Tsunami Response (led by UNESCO/IOC); globahitoring of the marine environment (led by UN-
DOALOS); marine biodiversity in areas beyond nagiopurisdiction (led by CBD secretariat); and thiol@l
Programme of Action for the Protection of the MarikEnvironment from Land-based Activities (led by
UNEP/GPA).

UN-OCEANS operates as a flexible mechanism to mevent and overlapping ongoing activities and to
support related deliberations of the UN Informah®ualtative Process on Oceans and the Law of thgIS&3,
coordinating as far as possible its meetings WitR kessions. The Coordinator and Deputy CoordircdtoiN-
OCEANS are normally elected for a term of two ye&fBl-OCEANS is served by an Organizing Secretariat
(established in UN-DOALOS) and an Implementing 8&amiat (established in IOC-UNESCO).

Collaborative Programmes and Initiatives

Title/Topic Partner Agencies Website/Webpage
Global Programme of Action for | FAO, GEF, IAEA, IMO, UNDP, | www.gpa.unep.org
the Protection of the Marine UNEP, UNESCO, UN-HABITAT,

Environment from Land-Based UNIDO, WHO, WMO, WORLD

Activities BANK

Atlas of the Oceans FAO, IAEA, IMO, UNEP, WMQO, www.oceansatlas.org

IOC-UNESCO, CBD, HDNO,
NOAA, CoMlI, National
Geographic Society
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Title/Topic

Partner Agencies

Website/Webpage

Global Ocean Observing System
(GOOS)

UNEP, UNESCO/IOC, WMO,
FAO, ICSU

WWW.i0C-g00S.0rg

Partnerships for Environmental

Protection and Management of the

Seas of East Asia

IMO, GEF/UNDP

www.pemsea.org

International Coral Reef Initiative

CBD, CITIESAB, UNDP,
UNEP, UNESCO, WORLD
BANK

www.icriforum.org

Joint Group of Experts on the
Scientific Aspects of Marine
Environmental Protection

IMO, FAO, IOC-UNESCO,
UNIDO, IAEA, UN, UNEP

gesamp.net

GESAMP Working Group on Metal | UNEP www.gesamp.org/work-
programme/workgroups/working-
group-37

GESAMP Working Group on WMO gesamp.org/work-

Atmospheric input of chemicals to the programme/workgroups/working-

ocean group-38

GESAMP Working Group on Global | IAEA www.gesamp.org/work-

trends in pollution of coastal
ecosystems: retrospective ecosystern
assessment

h

programme/workgroups/working-
group-39

GESAMP Working Group on
Ballast Water

IMO, UN, UNECO, IAEA, FAO,
UNIDO, WMO, UNEP

www.gesamp.org/page.php?page

12

p=

GESAMP Working Group on the
Evaluation of Hazards of Harmful
Substances Carried by Ships

IMO, UN, UNECO, IAEA, FAO,
UNIDO, WMO, UNEP

www.gesamp.org/page.php?page

12

=

UNGA 60/30 Assessment of
Assessments of the Regular
Process for Global Reporting and
Assessment of the State of the
Marine Environment

UNEP, IOC/ UNESCO, FAO,
WMO, UNDOALGQGS, IMO, ISA

WWW.unqa—reqular-process.org

Global Ballast Water Managemer
Programme

tIMO, GEF, UNDP

globallast.imo.org

Joint IMO/FAO Working Group
on lllegal Unreported and
Unregulated Fishing and Related
Matters

IMO, FAO

The Marine Highway
Development and Coastal and
Marine Contamination Preventio
Project

IMO, GEF/World Bank

www.gefonline.org/projectDetails
cfm?projlD=2098

Technical Backstopping and IMO, UNEP Www.rempec.org
Management of Regional Marine

Pollution Emergency Response

Centre for the Mediterranean Sea

Technical Backstopping and IMO, UNEP

Management of the Regional
Marine Pollution Emergency
Information and Training for the
Caribbean

Guinea Current Large Marine
Ecosystem Project

IMO, GEF/UNDP, GEF/UNEP,
UNIDO

www.chez.com/gefgclime

Integrating Watershed & Coastal
Area Management in the
Caribbean SIDS

UNDP,UNEP

www.iwcam.org

Partnerships in Environmental

Management for the Seas of East

Asia/Sustainable Development

UNDP, World Bank

Strategy for the Seas of East Asia

www.pemsea.org
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Title/Topic Partner Agencies Website/Webpage

Caspian Environment Programme  UNDP, UNEP WWwWWw.caspianenvironment.org/ne
site/index.htm

Pollution Reduction through UNDP, UNEP Wwww.training.gpa.unep.org/

Improved Municipal Wastewater

Management in Coastal Cities in

ACP Countries with a Focus on

SIDS

Western Indian Ocean Marine | WB, IMO http://lwww.iwlearn.net/iw-

Highway Development and
Coastal and Marine
Contamination Prevention Proje¢t

projects/Fsp_112799471087/vieV

Collaborative arrangement in
progress: fisheries related issues|

Office of the London Convention
and FAO

Partnership Agreement 2006 and
collaborative arrangement in

progress: riverine and sub-sea
disposal of tailings and associated
wastes from mining operations

Office of the London Convention
and UNEP-GPA

Collaborative arrangements in
progress: dumping reports and fqr
the implementation of technical
co-operation activities.

Office of the London Convention
and UNEP and Regional Seas
Programme

Collaborative arrangement in
progress: Ocean Fertilization

Office of the London Convention
and UNESCO-I0C

Capacity-building activities to
implement and enforce MARPOL
regulations on Special Areas and
PSSAs guidelines

IMO

Protection of the Canary Current
Large Marine Ecosystem
(CCLME)

FAO, GEF and UNEP

www.canarycurrent.orénot
available yet)

Sustainable Management of the
Bay of Bengal Large Marine
Ecosystem Programme
(BOBLME)

FAO, GEF, SIDA, NORAD,
NOAA, and World Bank

www.boblme.org

Collaborative arrangement in
progress: impact of radioactive
waste/ disposal on the marine
environment

Office of the London Convention
and IAEA

Seminar on Ocean Affairs and
Law of the Sea

UNITAR, DOALOS/OLA

www.un.org/law/programmeofassi

stance
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PROTECTION OF THE OZONE LAYER
Context

The ozone “hole”— an area of sharp decline in ozomecentrations over most of Antarctica for aboud br
three months during the southern hemisphere sprimgs-discovered in 1985 and led to the developmiertro
international general agreement in 1985, knowrhasfienna Convention for the Protection of the Gzbayer.
Specific commitments came in 1987 through the MeaitProtocol on Substances that Deplete the OzagerL
with governments, over subsequent years, takinigratb strengthen the Protocol through amendmeirtis.
implementation of the Protocol has led to a dracndtbp in the consumption of ozone depleting chafain
the last ten years. Scientists predict that theneZayer will begin to recover in a few years and e fully
restored by the year 2050, if implementation of Bwetocol is completed. CSD’s fourteenth and fifithe
session in 2006 and 2007 respectively focused oluster of thematic issues, including atmospher an
pollution.

International Agreements

Soft law: Legal instruments:

- Agenda 21, Chapter 9: Protection of the - Vienna Convention for the Protection of the
atmosphere, 1992 Ozone Layer, 1985

« WSSD Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, « Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the
Para 39, 2002 Ozone Layer, 1987

Coordination

The Vienna Convention COP/Montreal Protocol MOP vjte regular fora for sharing information and
facilitating coordination (including among UN age&s) regarding activities related to protectiortled ozone
layer. In addition, the Ozone Secretariat regulprigpares reports to the COP/MOP on relevant UNites
and international cooperation.

The Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of thntreal Protocol, which operates under the aityaf

the parties to the Protocol, works together withglementing agencies’—the World Bank, UNEP, UNDR a
UNIDO—in delivering financial and technical assista. Its operations are overseen by an Executive
Committee comprising seven Article 5 and seven Aditle 5 parties, with a voting structure designed
ensure that neither donors nor recipients couldidate.

Collaborative Programmes and Initiatives

Title/Topic Partner Agencies Website

Collaboration on methyl bromide | UNEP, FAO www.uneptie.org/ozonaction/partn

information and training activities erships/mfgef.htm

Capacity Development, Technical UNEP, UNIDO, UNDP, The www.unep.c/ozone/Meeting_Doclu

Assistance and Technology World Bank ments/mop/19mop/MOP-19-

Transfer to achieve compliance 4E.pdf

with Montreal Protocol Targets

Mainstream Ozone in Education UNEP, UNESCO, WHO www.unep.fr/ozonaction/partnersh
ips/education.htm
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SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

Context

Sustainable agriculture and rural development @ddjined as the management and conservation ofatioeal

resource base, and the orientation of technologicdlinstitutional change in a way that ensuresatt@nment
and continued satisfaction of human needs for ptesed future generations (FAO, 1999). Furthermeteh

sustainable development (e.g. in the agricultweedtry, and fisheries sectors) conserves landerwplant, and
animal genetic resources, is environmentally nograiging, technically appropriate, economically Watand
socially acceptable. Chapter 14 of Agenda 21, “Faitimg sustainable agriculture and rural developrherttes
that, by the year 2025, 83% of the expected glghmdulation of 8.5 billion will be living in develdapg

countries. Yet the capacity of available resouraed technologies to satisfy the demands of thisvigrg

population for food and other agricultural commiugitremains uncertain. Agriculture has to meetc¢hilenge,
mainly by increasing production on land alreadyug®e and by avoiding further encroachment on laad ith
only marginally suitable for cultivation. Agricultel is included as one of the thematic areas aloitly nural

development, land, drought, desertification, ando&fin the CSD’s 3rd implementation cycle (CSD41g/in

2008-20009.

International Agreements

Soft law: « WSSD Johannesburg Plan of Implementation,

« Agenda 21, Chapter 14: Promoting sustainable ~ Para 40, 2002
agriculture and rural development, 1992

Coordination Mechanisms

Information exchange and coordination in the aréssustainable agriculture mainly takes place thioug
collaboration in specific programmes and initiati{see below).

Collaborative Programmes and Initiatives

Title/Topic Partner Agencies Website/Webpage
Agricultural Biodiversity PoW CBD, FAO www.chd.int/agro
UN-Water CBD, FAO, IAEA, IFAD, http://www.unwater.org/members.

UNICEF, UNCTAD, UNCCD, html
UN DESA, UNDP, UN ECA, UN
ECE, UN ECLAC, UN ESCAP,
UN ESCWA, UNESCO, UNEP,
UNFCCC, UN-Habitat, UNHCR,
UNIDO, UNISDR, UNU, WB,
WHO, WMO, UNWTO, ILO +
other non UN partners

Organic Research Centres FAO, FiBL, ICROFS, Saoll www.fao.org/organicag
Alliance (ORCA) Association, Louis Bolk Institute,

ISOFAR, IFOAM, vTI, IOL,

BOKU
Regions (local governments) and FAO, UNDP, UNEP, FOGAR, http://www.nrg4sd.net/
FOOd Security NrG4SD :ttp://www.crpm org/index.php?act=4,7,2#organisatio
Joint FAO/IAEA Programme: IAEA, FAO www-naweb.iaea.org/nafa
Nuclear Techniques in Food and
Agriculture
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SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION
Context

Sustainable consumption and production (SCP) regurfundamental rethinking of the way societiexipce,
use, and dispose of products. Changing consummiwh production patterns is one of the overarching
objectives of and essential requirements for sogkdé development, as recognized in the Johanngsbur
Declaration. The Johannesburg Plan of Implementa{i@POl) calls for the development of “a 10-year
framework of programmes in support of regional aational initiatives to accelerate the shift tonvea&CP.”
Related to this, the Marrakech Process is a gleffaft to promote progress on the implementatios6P and
the elaboration of the 10-year framework. At itgdhsession, in 1995, CSD adopted an Internatiéatk
Programme on Changing Consumption and Productiditerfa. “Changing consumption and production
patterns” has been the subject of discussion by @Sii» first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixtapd seventh
sessions. In the context of the multi-year programohwork adopted by the GA for the CSD in 199Ayil
continue to appear, as an “overriding issue”, andlgenda of CSD each year. CSD will review the the
SCP during its 2010/11 two-year cycle.

International Agreements

Soft law: « Agenda 21, Chapter 30: Strengthening the role of
« Agenda 21, Chapter 4: Changing consumption ~ business and industry, 1992
patterns, 1992 « WSSD Johannesburg Plan of Implementation,

 Agenda 21, Chapter 20: Environmentally sound ~ Paras 15, 16, 2002
management of hazardous wastes, in hazardous UNEP International Declaration on Cleaner
wastes, 1992 Production, 1998

Coordination

The Marrakech Process was launched at the fistrintional expert meeting on the 10-year framevhalkl in
Morocco, 2003, organized by DESA’s Division for &isable Development and UNEP. The Marrakech
Process, inter alia, provides opportunities foroinfation exchange and coordination through orgagisi
regional consultations, building regional strategand implementation mechanisms, implementing @&tacr
projects and programmes, and evaluating progres®aoouraging international cooperation and coaitétn.

A DESA-UNEP SCP database provides information amoua international cooperation mechanisms on SCP,
organised by policy instrument initiatives (suchaasilytical tools changing consumption patterns) sectors
and issues-related initiatives (such as solid wasteagement and urban planning and transport).

Regarding cleaner production, coordination is mafialcilitated by UNEP-DTIE and UNIDO which jointly
manage the National Cleaner Production Centres @ya®ogramme in collaboration with other partners.
UNEP is responsible for developing and dissemigationceptual, strategic, and policy guidance anterizds

on Cleaner Production. UNIDO is the executing agefar the Programme, managing donor funding and
providing technical expertisdJNEP’s International Panel for Sustainable Resow@nagement undertake
assessments which can contribute to a better uadeisg of how to decouple economic growth from
environmental degradation.
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Collaborative Programmes and Initiatives

Title/Topic

Partner Agencies

Website/Webpage

Interagency Cooperation on the
10-year Framework on Sustainah
Consumption and Production

ILO, SBC, UNCTAD, UNDESA,
I&JNDP, UNEP, UN-HABITAT

www.un.org/esa/sustdev/sdissue
consumption/Marrakech/conprod
0Y.htm,

www.uneptie.org/pc/sustain/10ye
r/home.htm

International Expert Meetings on
the 10-Year Framework of
Programmes for Sustainable
Consumption and Production

UNDESA, UNEP

www.un.org/esa/sustdev/sdissue
consumption/Marrakech/conprod

O0Yglobmeet.htm

National Cleaner Production
Centres

UNEP, UNIDO, WHO, World
Bank, FAO, IFAD, ILO, UNDP

wWww.uneptie.org/pc/cp/ncpc

YouthXchange

UNEP, UNESCO

www.youthxchange.net
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WASTE M ANAGEMENT
Context

Effective control of the generation, storage, tmeatt, recycling and reuse, transport, recovery,disgosal of
hazardous wastes is, according to Agenda 21, “o&rpaunt importance for proper health, environmental
protection and natural resource management, ardisaBle development.” Prevention of the generatibn
hazardous wastes and the rehabilitation of contatméhsites are the key elements, and both reqnowlkedge,
experienced people, facilities, financial resouraesd technical and scientific capacities. Wast@agament
can also address solid wastes, such as all donre$tise and non-hazardous wastes such as commancial
institutional wastes, street sweepings, and cootstru debris and, in some countries, human wabtazardous
waste is frequently intermixed with other wastesipg particular management challenges. CSD wilieng\the
theme of waste management, along with transpomatals, mining, and sustainable consumption and
production, during its 2010/11 two-year cycle.

International Agreements

Soft law: environmentally sound management of

« Agenda 21, Chapter 20: Environmentally sound  radioactive wastes, 1992
management of hazardous wastes, in hazardous WSSD Johannesburg Plan of Implementation,
wastes, 1992 Paras 22, 23, 2002

- Agenda 21, Chapter 21: Environmentally soundLegal instruments:
management of solid wastes and sewage-related gase| Convention on the Control of

issues 1992 Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes
« Agenda 21, Chapter 22: Safe and and Their Disposal, 1989
- Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic
Pollutants

MARPOL Annex V- Regulations for the
Prevention of Pollution by garbage from ships.

International Convention for the Safe and
Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009

The Nairobi International Convention on the
Removal of Wrecks, 2007

Coordination

The COP to the Basel Convention as well as meetifigss subsidiary bodies, provides a regular forian
sharing information and facilitating coordinatianqluding among UN agencies) regarding waste managée
activities. In addition, the Basel Convention Séariat regularly prepares reports to the COP oevesit UN
activities and international cooperation.

Collaborative Programmes and Initiatives

Title/Topic Partner Agencies Website/Webpage

Pacific Islands Waste FAO, UNEP, SBC, WHO, UNDP| http://webapps01.un.org/dsd/partn

Management Initiative erships/public/partnerships/1193.jh
tml

Working Group on Ship Scrapping ILO, IMO, UNEP (SBC www.imo.org/Environment/mainf
ame.asp?topic_id=1044

POPs/Waste-related issues SBC, Stockholm Convention | UNEP/CHW.8/3/Rev.1, i28e

Secretariat, FAO, UNDP
Capacity-building activities to IMO

implement and enforce MARPOL
(Annex V regulations)
Health/Waste-related issues WHO, SCB, UNDP UNEP/C818YRev.1
Recycling, Reuse and Resource | BCRCs, African Union, New UNEP/CHW.8/INF/4
Recovery Methods towards the | Partnership for African

ESM of Hazardous Wastes and | Development Secretariat
Implementation of Basel (NEPAD), UNCTAD, UNIDO,
Convention UNEP, GEF, SBC
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WETLANDS PROTECTION
Context

Wetlands are among the world’s most productive remvhents. They are cradles of biological diversfgoviding the
water and primary productivity upon which countleggcies of plants and animals depend for survivay support high
concentrations of birds, mammals, reptiles, ampingj fish and invertebrate species. Wetlands ae mhportant
storehouses of plant genetic material. Rice, femgple, which is a common wetland plant, is thelstdget of more than
half of humanity. The multiple roles of wetland sgstems and their value to humanity have beenasangly understood
and documented in recent years. While this hastdeldrge expenditures to restore lost or degradettatogical and
biological functions of wetlands, it remains img@ont to improve practices on a significant globallsas the world copes
with the accelerating water crisis and the effeftslimate change. The thematic area of wetlands addressed at CSD-
13 and in particular in Decision 6/1, “Strategipegaches to freshwater management”.

International Agreements

Soft law: Legal instruments:
« WSSD Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, « Convention on Wetlands of International
Paras 32, 37, 40, 66, 2002 Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat

(Ramsar Convention), 1971

Coordination

The COP to the Ramsar Convention, which is heldyetreee years, provides a regular forum for stiamformation and
facilitating coordination (including among UN ag&s) regarding wetlands protection-related ac#siti

Collaborative Programmes and Initiatives

Title/Topic Partner Agencies Website
RAMSAR-CBD Joint Work RAMSAR, CBD www.ramsar.org/cbd/key cbd_jw
Programme p3_e.htm
Joint Work Plan RAMSAR, CMS, AEWA
MOU between the Ramsar RAMSAR, UNESCO
Secretariat and the World Heritage
Centre
Wings Over Wetlands: The UNEP-GEF, UNOPS, Wetlands | www.wingsoverwetlands.org
African-Eurasian Flyways Project International, BirdLife
International, UNEP/AEWA
Secretariat, RAMSAR
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